Mustapha Khadra – Finance
Classes Attended at UMSL: Ceramics 1, Introduction to Music
I am so glad and proud that I had this amazing
opportunity to represent GUST as an exchange
student at UMSL. It was one of the best decisions I
ever made, as it had a great impact on my academic
career and my personal life. Once I arrived at UMSL,
we had an orientation to learn about the environment
around us, and the rules and regulations important
during our stay. I was impressed with how big the
campus was, the nature surrounding the entire area,
and how animals like ducks and squirrels roam freely
and peacefully near the students.
Personally,
independence was the most exciting and challenging
part of the trip. Living on your own in a dorm along
with roommates from different states or countries,
and being responsible for everything was really
interesting. Academically, the two courses I chose
were Fundamentals of Music and Ceramics. I chose
these courses because I wanted to experience real art
in another part of the world. In ceramics, we learned
to create any shape or object with clay, which was
really cool. In Music, we learned the necessary
basics for reading music sheets, which allowed us to
play any music you like on a piano! The teaching
environment was really inspiring and I met lovely
friends and colleagues that I will never forget, and
professors who were really kind and motivated. They
were able to share a lot of their career experience to
grow a passion for art in all of us. Classrooms style were close to the ones at GUST, but the
impressive thing is that we often needed to use a bus or metro to get to classes due to the distance!
My trip to UMSL benefited me on so many levels, and is a memory that will always be in my
heart. I would like thank my beloved ones who had faith in me and GUST for this awesome
opportunity that I will never forget.

Mariam Al Ghanim – Management
Classes Attended at UMSL: Fundamentals of Music & Ceramics Art classes
There is nothing quite like traveling, like seeing a new place for the first time or returning to a
favorite one. I was fortunate enough to have that opportunity from GUST to not only travel to the
US for the first time but also, to actually study there. I was able to compare the experience in a
foreign location to my home, in terms of culture and education. It made me see my native country
in a different light. It taught me how to cope with different situations and improve my
communication skills. I got the chance to visit New York City and saw a bizarre amount of people
and buildings, along with the many attractions that the city offers. I thought to myself, there are so
many buildings here I find it hard to believe that man is capable of putting them up! My favorite
two places were Madame Tussauds Museum and Paramour Cirque Du Soleil on Broadway. I see
NYC as a carefree expression of freedom. Visiting America was a fantastic privilege; visiting New
York City was something even better. Overall, it was a wonderful experience which I'll never
forget. I recommend this journey to everyone because it was meaningful and satisfying on so many
levels.

Raghad Al-Zagezoug - Accounting
Classes Attended at UMSL: Introduction to Operations Management, Ceramics 1
Taking a summer abroad course was an AWESOME experience. I had the opportunity to get out
of my comfort zone and break out of my cocoon. I’ve gained a lot of positive experience through
this journey like independence, self-reliance, self-confidence, and the fact that I learned how to
navigate and adapt comfortably in a different culture. Additionally, the opportunity to practice and
work on improving my English language was well utilized. This journey helped me raise my
cultural awareness as I got to see so much about the American culture – which I realized is nothing
like it’s portrayed on TV. I had the opportunity to learn interesting information which you can only
understand through traveling abroad alone. Patience was another skill that I honed through this
trip. The academic atmosphere and the social life in the USA were an unforgettable experience. I
not only made life-long friends, but siblings for life. Now, I have six new sisters and brothers, and
I’m honored to have such siblings.

Razan Sifan - Mass Communication (Visual Communication)
Classes Attended at UMSL: Ceramics 1, Introduction to Music
	
  

Studying abroad is one of the most wonderful and beneficial experiences that I have ever had in
my life. Special thanks to my university, GUST, who gave me this amazing opportunity. It was a
chance to experience a brand-new country with incredible new outlooks, customs, and activities.
I got to see how independent I could be living on my own, away from my family for two months.
What I liked the most is how we used metros the entire time to travel from place to place, which
is something we don’t have in Kuwait. I also made new friends who I still talk to until this moment.
The most fun experience was when we went to Six Flags, which is one of the biggest amusement
parks in the US. With regards to studying, I took two elective courses Ceramics and Music. I
learned a lot from the professors there who were very friendly.

Zahra Al-Ali – Accounting
Classes Attended at UMSL: Human Resources Management, Introductions to Operations
Management
	
  

“An experience I will never foregt” - that is the first thing that comes to mind when I think about
my summer course at UMSL. Personally, I'm scared of heights, animals, living alone, and not
being close to my mother. With this trip, I faced all those fears. Flying for 22 hours, living in a
dorm with my friends only, as well as feeding and riding animals! I learned to depend on myself,
be strong, patient, and brave. Learning to adapt in a new environment, while you are across the
world from home is hard. Staying strong through that experience is what made it great.
	
  

Mohammad Walid Shaarawi - Computer Science
Classes Attended at UMSL: Introduction to Mass Media, Information Systems Concepts
and Application
	
  

Taking part in GUST’s summer scholarship program to UMSL was one of the most important
decision I’ve made towards my career. It was a step forward to strengthen my personality, to be
more independent and more confident. It truly revealed a lot of new abilities in me that I never
discovered before. My experience at UMSL was one of a kind. I made some awesome friends
there. Academically speaking, I gained a lot of experience during that study period because I had
to study for classes without anyone’s help. It was an interesting challenge for me to perfectly
organize my time between studying and spending time discovering the place. If someone were to
ask me what I gained out of this experience, I would say that this opportunity made look at things
from a different perspective. It was a wonderful experience and I am so happy that I was able to
take this challenge. I recommend any student to experience this wonderful adventure if they can.
It was my honor to represent GUST as an exchange student to UMSL this summer.

	
  

Alia Attia - Mass Communication (Public Relations & Advertising)
Classes Attended at UMSL: Introduction to Music, World Music
A mix of happiness and excitement mingled
with anxiety and fear, with a pinch of
instability and sadness is what sums up my
emotions during my stay in the U.S. for two
months last summer.
At first, everything felt vague to me, and it
took me a while to realize that I was in a whole
new continent which I have never been to
before! The jet lag was exhausting the first
couple of days, but once university started,
everything began to slowly fit in. We all
marched to our classes every morning, with a
few inquiries in our minds regarding the
professor teaching us, our classmates, whether
or not we were going to get along, and the
difficulty level of our courses, etc.
Gradually, those inquiries transformed into
motives that drove us towards continuing our
academic yet adventurous journey.
Since I enjoy listening to music and playing the piano, I thought that taking two music courses
would definitely be a great opportunity to grasp. My two music professors were not only
professional, dedicated and conscientious, but were also very loving, caring and friendly.
As for my classmates, they were extremely welcoming and outgoing. I did not face any
discrimination whatsoever against my headscarf or anything of that nature. In fact, I received many
compliments and some of my female classmates actually wanted me to show them how to tie it! I
also recall that one of my American, male classmates loved listening to Arabic music and asked
me to give him more song recommendations in Arabic.
We also met more new people at the International House, including a wonderful lady named Fanta
(shown in the photo above, on the right). They accompanied us to exciting activities, such as horse
riding, zip lining, and Six Flags. Overall, it was definitely a memorable experience and I will surely
stay in contact with the friends I made while with at the University of Missouri, St. Louis (UMSL).

