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Welcome!
Since this is the first issue of the semester, we’re honoring two extremely im-
portant groups of students... or shall we say three??

We have the FRESHMEN, we’re very honored that you chose to be a part of the 
GUST family. We have some tid bits in this issue for you to help you! Hopefully, 
you’ll find them useful.

Our new STUDENT UNION! Congratulations on your win. We wish you the best 
of luck in your endeavors. We advise you to talk to the student body - open 
communication is the key to success.

And last, but certainly not least, our 
GRADUATES, the guests of honor of this 
issue. We have some important information 
for you in this issue to help you in your 
future plans, including the Student Suc-
cess Center and an exclusive on the new 
Creative Design Center which can help you 
start a new business! If those are your in-

tentions! We wish you all the luck in the world in the start of your new jour-
ney. You will be missed. - GT Team
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HOW TO STAY 
ORGANIZED

1. Copy dates from your syllabus to a 
one master calendar. The first day in ev-
ery class, you get a syllabus. Within each 
syllabus there will be specific dates that 
will tell you when chapters need to be 
read, papers are due and any other impor-
tant days. Write each of these important 
dates down in your planner/calendar.

2. Use binders. For each class, you 
should use a separate binder with divid-
ers for groups such as: tests and quizzes, 
papers, homework and notes.

3. Stick to a study schedule. You don’t 
have to be specific about what classes 
you study for at a certain time, but have 
a general study schedule; even if it is in 
between classes. 

4. Use your cell phone for reminders 
on important dates. 

5. Use a student planner and take it 
with you everywhere. It’s easier to take 
note of the event notices or dates around 
campus if you have your planner. 

6. Avoid procrastinating. Just because 
a paper is due in two weeks, doesn’t mean 
you have to wait to do it. If you get things 
done early, you have time to revise it to 
get a better grade. Plus, you don’t have 
the stress that most students have when it 
comes down to crunch time.

7. On your laptop, create a folder 
named “GUST” and keep a separate fold-
er for each class. This way you can place 
all reading material or assignments you 
work on in that folder and wouldn’t lose 
anything.

9. Make a to-do list and update it daily.

10. Designate an effective study 
area. It should be quiet, well lit, no dis-
tractions, no chairs or couches that are 
TOO comfortable (we know you know 
what we mean!). Try the  GUST Library, 
it’s a great place to study.

11. Get a good night’s sleep. This 
will ensure you are alert and ready to 
learn the following day.

12. Avoid overloading your calendar 
with extracurricular activities. At GUST, 
we encourage participation in student 
clubs and part time positions, but don’t 
pile on too much – your studies are your 
number one priority. 

13. Get help.  If you don’t under-
stand something, immediately ask for 
help. Don’t get to the point where you’re 
totally confused.

14. Breathe. It’s okay to feel over-
whelmed; just take it one task at a time. 

Saba Al-Fuhaid

“If you attend your classes, take 
good notes, study and manage your 
time, you can make good grades and 
have a balanced social life.” Most of 
you are probably familiar with this no-
tion - especially freshmen - but who ac-
tually implements it? Judging by what 
I’ve witnessed in my past 3 years at 
GUST – not many.

 
1. North vs. West: Where do you fit 

in? Many Freshmen voiced their con-
cerns over the 2 areas. What’s the dif-
ference between them? The 2 represent 
opposite ends of the student spectrum – 
the North has a more social atmosphere, 
while the West is more study-friendly. 
My advice would be to sit wherever 
you want. If you can’t find a place to 
sit, there are other options like the seats 
in the middle of the 1st floor, the red 
couches outside all classroom hallways, 
2nd floor lounges and registration area.    

2. Do not - I repeat, do not - procras-
tinate. I understand that this is easier 
said than done, but try to stay on top of 
your course load. Nothing feels worse 

than pulling all-nighter the day before 
an exam. Dedicate time to reading over 
your notes everyday and you’ll be more 
than prepared come exam time!

3. Be nice! This one’s self-explana-
tory. Hold the door open for people. Say 
“thank you.” Befriend the quiet student 
sitting in the back of class. Remember: 
your new classmates are just as nervous 
as you are!

4. Don’t leave your things on a 
table or chair to reserve a place. This 
is probably one of the biggest student 
pet peeves. Many believe that they are 
marking their territory by leaving their 
things to reserve their seat. Chances are, 
people will sit there regardless, leaving 
you to return to an occupied seat and 
having to pick up your stuff and walk 
away. It’s awkward, not to mention un-
fair for students looking for a place to 
sit. Avoid the situation by occupying 
areas you are physically going to use.  

5. Be yourself. Cheesy, but true. 
Many students feel the need to “be-
long,” so they try and imitate their peers 
in an effort to fit in, whether in the way 
they dress or their classroom conduct. 
This is the worst mistake you can make. 
Commit to your own principles. Don’t 
give in to peer pressure! You’re the one 
that’ll reap the rewards of your positive 
conduct in the long run. This is the most 
important of the all points I have men-
tioned, so take this to heart.

HOW TO GET 
AROUND GUST

OUR STUDENT CLUBS
Anime Club: 
animeclub@gust.edu.kw 

Debate Club: 
debateclub@gust.edu.kw

Media Club: 
mediaclub@gust.edu.kw

IT Club: 
itclub@gust.edu.kw

Music Club: 
music@gust.edu.kw

Photography Club: 
photographyclub@gust.edu.kw

Ruwwad Business Club:
ruwwad@gust.edu.kw

Student Union: 
union@gust.edu.kw

Expressions Society: 
expressions@gust.edu.kw

Islamic Finance Club:
IFC@gust.edu.kw

Sports Club: 
sportclub@gust.edu.kw

Talent Club: 
talentclub@gust.edu.kw

Contemporary English Club: 
Please visit the Office of Student Life

Rawafed Club: 
Please visit the Office of Student Life 
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A SUMMER AT UMSL
Last semester, 10 GUST students were reviewed for a chance to study abroad for the summer at the University of 

Missouri - St. Louis.  Their papers were reviewed by a designated committee. And after a comprehensive application 
process which included the review of their GPA, TOEFL score, a written personal statement and faculty referee let-
ter, a group of seven of the 10 distinguished students were accepted into the program!

These students were chosen based on their academic achievements and personal merit to represent our university 
abroad at this summer scholarship program. It was their chance to explore a different educational experience and im-
merse in a culture different than their own and learn from it. 

Check out what some of these students had to say about their experience!

Lara Tarakji
Mass Communication
GPA 3.40

My visit to UMSL lived up to all my 
expectations and more! I met a lot of 
nice people and made new friends, I 
took very interesting summer courses 
that aren’t offered at GUST, I got to 
experience the academic environment 
they have in the United States as well 
as their teaching style and got to visit 
some really interesting places.  I highly 
recommend this program to other stu-
dents who are interested, if they are up 
for the challenge.

Abdulrahman Al-Ghannam
Finance
GPA 3.53

My experience this summer was 
highly beneficial, remarkable and im-
mensely productive. I improved and 
exercised my academic, educational 
and personal skills all throughout. I’ve 
become more mature, confident, inde-
pendent, adaptable and responsible. I 
was able to understand and live with 
different cultural perceptions, increase 
my cultural awareness and acceptance 
of different approaches to learning and 
learn more about the controversial is-
sues like the recent financial crisis due 
to mortgage problems.

Joanne Al-Abduljalil
Mass Communication
GPA 3.82

Being accepted to represent GUST at 
UMSL was a challenging opportunity. 
Being picked as one of the few stu-
dents to attend classes in the U.S. and 
in one of the best universities there, is a 
great advantage. This educational trip 
had a great impact on my academics, 
personality and my way of interpreting 
things. I believe that if you are given 
the chance to be part of an exchange 
program or scholarship abroad, don’t 
hesitate to grab it, explore, learn and 
overcome obstacles your own way.

Azbi Al-Mseelekh 
Management & Organizational 
Behavior GPA 3.84

The summer was a dream. I learned a 
lot that will benefit me in life.  The pro-
fessors were encouraging me by help-
ing me all throughout. It was an expe-
rience I will never forget. It made me 
more mature and allowed me to under-
stand life from a different angle.  It will 
be easier for me to study abroad for my 
MBA.  I learned that if you don’t man-
age your time, you’ll will face many 
problems. Studying in the U.S. requires 
a lot of effort.  I want to thank GUST 
for giving me this opportunity.

Sofia Melaab
Marketing
GPA 3.99
UMSL taught me to be more responsible 
and distinguish between having fun and 
studying. It improved my communica-
tion skills due to interactions with dif-
ferent people. It enriched my academic 
skills and knowledge in all areas. I 
made very good friends who come from 
various backgrounds and they changed 
the way I look at things.  It’s important 
to have a strong personality in dealing 
with others and represent GUST. I ad-
vise everyone to take this opportunity; it 
happens once in a lifetime and I prom-
ise that it will be the most memorable 
thing about your college experience.

Yasmeen Aboulezz 
English Education 
GPA 3.77
My experience at UMSL was an in-
credible opportunity that left me want-
ing to go back to the U.S. for my post-
graduate work.  My experience taught 
me a lot about adaptation to new sur-
roundings. Being there presented the 
challenge of living on one’s own and 
doing, literally, everything on your 
own. This point made my experience 
there more enriching.  Eventually the 
adaptation process allowed me to be-
come a better-rounded person than 
what I was before.
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INSIDER INFO for graduates:  GUST exclusive on Kuwait’s new 
                                                                           Creative Design Center

Faisal Al-Fuhaid 

On Thursday 6th October, I had the 
privilege of being invited for a tour of 
the facilities in the Creative Design Cen-
ter (CDC) in Shuwaikh. At first, I had 
never imagined that such a place existed 
in Kuwait and I was intrigued with the 
prospect of seeing the place first-hand.  
The center, which has recently opened 
its doors to customers (however some 
phases have yet to open), is a project that 
focuses on giving talented Kuwaiti youth 
a starting base to work from for their 
businesses; whether you are an interior 
designer, photographer, web designer or 
have your creative business. Upon the 
completion of the center, study rooms 
will be available to rent out for lectures, 
private tutoring sessions, and basic study 
groups with your friends; with the added 
bonus of two coffee shops nearby and 
wireless internet access. After my visit, 
I can gladly say that the place greatly ex-
ceeded my expectations.

Our tour started with a visit to the 
Kuwait Create Zone 1 (KCZ 1)- and 
judging by the offices we were able 

to see, the perfect place for university 
graduates to start fresh. You can rent 
from a wide variety of offices ranging 
from 15 meters to 30 meters where rent 
starts from KD100 per office. However, 
even though the aforementioned facts 
are great, the best part was yet to come. 
As I went past office after office, I no-
ticed that each one had its own sense 
of style; something that separates each 
office from the previous one. CDC en-
courages Kuwaiti youth to be creative by 
designing their office spaces in their own 
unique way and not just “set up another 
call center” as Mahmoud Al-Jazzaf, the 
General Manager of CDC,  stated. The 
KCZ 2 is comprised of the same con-
cept, however the office spaces there are 
a bit larger.

Our final destination was the multi-
functional hall which could be used to 
hold any type of event including art ex-
hibitions, presentations, business meet-
ings and more.  This huge area is per-
fect for any Kuwaiti youth who wants to 
show off their new business to the public 
as it is equipped with two projectors and 
it is big enough to hold over 100 people. 
It can also be divided in half in case two 
groups want to use the facility at the 
same, with separate entrances to ensure 
privacy and avoid interference. Visually, 
the place looks outstanding making it 
possibly one of the best places to host 
huge events.

In conclusion, I believe that it was 
about time that somebody created a cen-

ter which primarily focuses on giving a 
solid business foundation for young Ku-
waiti entrepreneurs. The biggest problem 
for Kuwaiti youth was that they didn’t 
know where to start; and judging by 
what I’ve seen and what the CDC hopes 
to offer in the future, this looks to be the 
perfect place for them to start. I envision 
that with the success of the center, within 
the next few years, it will be a huge step 
in helping the future of Kuwait.

November 2011 Events Calendar

* Notice: Events above were last updated on 26/10/2011, for more updates visit the PR Department or Office of Student Life

@gust_times 

GUST Times page

IN-DEPTH GRADUATION COVERAGE 
GUST HONORS GRADUATES 
PAGE 7 & 8
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Our Freshmen Orientation Day
2011/2012

GUST welcomed its new students and 
their families at the Freshmen Orientation 
Day on campus with a program filled 
with student interaction, professors’ 
advice and the spirit of opportunity. Their 
day started with the welcoming faces of 
distinguished students and staff guiding 
them through the different aspects of the 
university, dedicating a booth to each of 
the departments that interest a new student: 
Registration, Student Success, IT, SIS, 
Graduation, Student Association and some 
student clubs, to name a few. With their 
new university giveaways and programs 

in hand, the new students and their parents 
made their way into the auditorium for their 
first official start to their GUST journey.  

Students were first ushered into the 
grandest hall on campus for an open forum. 
where  Dr. Robert Cook, VP for Academic 
Affairs welcomed them to their new home 
and introduced them to the details of how 
the GUST family works. “We will be here 
to help you in every way we can,” he started, 
“but you will need to become active learners 
and work to perfect your academics.” Dr. 
Sabah Al-Quaddoumi,  VP for Academic 

Services, congratulated the students on a 
job well done. “We are proud and glad that 
you have made GUST your first choice,” he 
stated in his speech, assuring the students 
that GUST will do what it can to help them 
on their journey. 

The Deans took the stage right after, Dr. 
Ali Ansari, Dean of the CAS and Dr. Lee 
Caldwell, Dean of the CBA. Dr. Mesfer 
Mesfer concluded the speeches, talking to 
the Freshmen about the Student Life Office 
and its dedication to helping the students 
in their transition from high school to a 

wholesome university way of life. 

GUST did not stop there. A workshop 
was held for the students, run by the 
Admissions & Registration Department, 
which covered topics such as how to 
calculate the Grade Point Average (GPA), 
the significance of the Major Point Average 
(MPA) and how and when to register for 
classes.

GUST is honored to have hosted the 
newest additions to its family and wishes 
them the best of luck on their journey.

Different booths were set up to help introduce the students to the GUST processThe GUST spiritWelcome to your Freshmen year!

Our students, always ready to represent GUST leadership welcomes the students and their families The auditorium quickly filled up with eager new minds

Students getting ready for their first official tour GUST: ready to help Touring the classes The SSC’s first debut

Student Union reps were available to assist in answering students questions Anime Club and Expressions Society were among the student clubs present at the event
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Congratulations Class of 2010/2011
 Under the patronage of Ahmad 

Al-Mulaifi, Minister of Education and 
Higher Education, GUST hosted pioneers 
in the educational sector, families, friends 
and students at their 2nd MBA and 6th 
Bachelors classes Graduation Ceremony. 
Dr. Christos Koulamas, Senior Associate 
Dean of the College of Business 
Administration at Florida International 
University (FIU) in Miami, was the 
guest speaker at the grand ceremony. 
The theater was filled with not only 
the smiling faces of the graduates and 
their family and friends but also with 
GUST faculty, staff, and proud leaders 
including Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Muhailan, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees and 
Dr. Shuaib Abdullah Shuaib, GUST 
President, all of who came to show their 
support and acknowledge the importance 
of this occasion. 

Dr. Al-Muhailan opened the ceremony 

with a speech addressing everyone, from 
the students whom he noted are the future 
of this country and now it is their time to 
give back, to the faculty whom he thanked 
for working tirelessly to convey all the 
information to the students ensuring 
that the quality of education at GUST 
is maintained and finally to the parents 
whom he thanked for their trust in the 
university with their children’s futures. 

The 452 Bachelors graduates and 84 
MBA graduates listened with glistening 
eyes at all the familiar faces in the 
crowds as the Minister took the stage and 
expressed his commitment to attending 
this ceremony: “as it is on occasions like 
this that we witness first-hand the future 
of our beloved country, and we couldn’t 
be more proud of what this batch of 
minds has achieved thus far and what 
they will give back to the development 
and progress of their country.”

 Dr. Shuaib spoke next, referring 
in his speech to the university slogan 
“University for Life” which he noted 
means that we try to instill all the values 
of life to our students during their time 
here, from discipline to work ethic to 
loyalty – all of which apply to life here 
in university and to their lives outside the 
university as they enter the workforce. 

Dr. Thomas F. George, Chancellor of 
the University of Missouri – St. Louis 
(UMSL), GUST’s affiliate university, 
joined the graduates live via webcam, 
showcasing the strengths of technology 
available on the university campus. 

Dr. Christos Koulamas, Senior 
Associate Dean of the CBA at FIU, 
encouraged the graduates to play an 
active role in the social, economic and 
intellectual realms in not only Kuwait, but 
the world. He also advised the students to 

stay in touch with each other, despite the 
fact that they are all now separating to go 
on their own journey in life, “remember 
the connections you’ve made here,”  for 
these connections were made to last and 
be a source of inspiration and reminder of 
this achievement. 

One of the graduates, Reem 
Mohammed, was honored to be chosen 
for the graduates’ speech and was ecstatic 
about this night; this night that she said 
they’ve worked for four years for and 
dreamt of and they were finally standing 
here with their caps on and under those 
caps, wide smiles and hopes that go 
beyond the sun. 

The night ended with a musical 
performance and dinner as well as a 
photo booth where the students were able 
to capture this evening with their families. 
It was a night to remember for all. 

Graduate Reem Shurrab giving her speechGraduate Danah Hassan giving her speechMBA Graduate Sarah Attia giving her speech

A group shot of some of our graduates with friends

Graduates can’t contain their excitementDr. Al-Abduljader and Dr. Al-Salem

The crowd cheering on their graduates

It’s her time to shine!

Words cannot describe her joy

Friends and family are the greatest support system. 

Some graduates and friends in a memnorable photo

This is one for the frames - a moment to be remembered

And with that, he receives his diploma!
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Trying and sometimes succeeding to spot their families in the crowdWe wonder what’s going on in their minds?Graduates during the ceremony

They tried so hard not to look nervous, they look great doing so!

Everyone was in smiles!Graduate receives her diploma

The graduates, in their final moments of the ceremony With grace and hard work, she did it. EXCITING!!

Graduate proudly receives her diploma

Dr. Nayef Al-Hajraf, Dr. Fahad Al-Zumai and Dr. Salah Al-Sharhan

He finally made it!

Graduate receives his diploma 
from Minister of Education

The moment we’ve all been waiting for!Pride doesn’t begin to explain it


