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Dr. Al-Shammari awarded KFAS FundA President at GUST:
The MAA President

GUST Department of Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences Research Com-
mittee invited Professor Paul Zorn, 
President of the Mathematical Asso-
ciation of America (MAA) during his 
visit to Kuwait for a seminar entitled: 
Optimizing possibilities: Learning and 
Doing Mathematics in the USA

Prof. Zorn، during his visit to the 
university، was met by Professor Sh-
uaib Shuaib, President of GUST, Dr. 
Robert Cook, VP for Academic Affairs, 
Dr. Lee Caldwell, Dean of the College 
of Business Administration, Dr. Sabah 
Al-Quaddoomi , Vice President for Ac-
ademic Services, Dr. Ali Ansari, Dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences, Dr. 
Mohamed Musa, Head Department of 
Mathematics and Natural Sciences and 
Margaret Combs, Director of Founda-
tion Program Unit.  

During the seminar, Dr. Wassim 
Daher, Assistant Professor of Math-
ematics at GUST and Head of the de-
partment’s Research Committee, in-
troduced Prof. Paul Zorn and thanked 

Dr. Fahad Al-Zumai, VP of Adminis-
trative and Financial Affairs, Dr. Cook, 
the GUST Finance Department, Dr. 
Ali Ansari, Dr. Mohamed Musa and 
Fadwa Noury, Admin. Assistant in the 
Mathematics & Science Department 
for their efforts in making this a suc-
cessful event. 

Prof. Zorn then drew on his experi-
ence to describe aspects of mathemati-
cal life in American colleges, univer-
sities and careers. He mentioned that 
“Statistics” is a growing field in United 
States and encouraged students to 
study it. He touched briefly on the his-
tory and activities of the MAA, one of 
the largest mathematical associations 
in the world and discussed how math-
ematics is taught and used in American 
colleges and universities, including his 
own, and how it grows. 

Most interestingly, Prof. Zorn re-
ferred to the Arabic numerals as a good 
examples to the importance of Middle 
Eastern contributions to Mathematics. 
Prof. Zorn invited interested members 
from Kuwait to join MMA.

GUST faculty continuously go out 
of their way to provide opportunities 
like this for their students to benefit 
from, as they all understand and appre-
ciate that education involves more than 
the classroom and textbooks, but also 
entails meeting people who have expe-
rience in the field and of course, practi-
cal application of everything you learn.

Dr. Alameddine awarded KFAS Fund
The Research and Development Of-

fice (RDO) congratulates Dr. Bassam 
Alameddine, Assistant Professor in 
Mathematics & Natural Sciences De-
partment at the College of Arts & Sci-
ences in GUST on the awarded KFAS 
Fund for his research project entitled 
“Nitrogen-Containing Supramolecular 
Nanomaterials for Organic Electron-
ics.” This research project is funded by 
KFAS under Project No. 2011-1413-02. 
We would like to wish him all the best 
for his research excellence and achieve-
ment in GUST.

Dr. Tryzna awarded KFAS Fund

The Research and Development 
Office (RDO) congratulates Dr. Zaid 
Al-Shammari, Associate Professor of 
Education and Director of Research & 
Development in GUST on the awarded 
KFAS Fund for his research project 
entitled “Toward Development of New 
Theory on Student Learning in Univer-
sity Classroom Setting across Academ-
ic Discipline in the State of Kuwait: 
Student Systematic Learning Theory.” 

This research project is funded by 
KFAS under Project No. 2012-1109-
02. We would like to wish him all the 
best for his research excellence and 
achievement in GUST.

The Research & Development Of-
fice (RDO) congratulates Dr. Marta 
Tryzna in the English Department at the 
College of Arts & Sciences in GUST 
on being awarded the KFAS Fund for 
her research project entitled “Aligning 
the English Language Curriculum and 
instructional Material in Kuwait’s Sec-
ondary School System with the TESOL 
ESL Proficiency Standards: Analysis 
and Improvements.”  This research 
project is funded by KFAS. 

The English Department and GUST 
would like to wish her all the best for 
her research excellence and achieve-
ment in GUST.
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Nada Fayed: GUST prepared me well for my future

Name: Nada Fayed
Major: Accounting

GPA: 3.97
Year of Graduation: Summer 2011

Years at GUST: 3 years

What is your best memory of GUST?
I have a lot of amazing memories at 

GUST whether with my friends or profes-
sors. One of them is, when I found out I 
was chosen for the UMSL Summer Schol-
arship Program in 2010. Another memory 
that I would never ever forget as long as 
I live, is when I was about to submit my 
(CBA 400 – Practicum) Graduation Project 
which was about 50 pages. I was heading 
to Fedex to get it printed and binded and 
that’s when I realized that I lost my USB 
and I only had an hour before the deadline. 
Just the thought of losing my project and 
not submitting it on time after I had spent 
an entire semester working on it drove me 
insane. I started running around campus 
like a crazy person, looking for my USB 
everywhere until I reached a point where 
I was about to cry. I practically scared ev-
eryone around me, especially my friends 
and campus security. The funny part is that 
because I was completely desperate, I ac-
tually ended up taking off my boots in the 
middle of campus thinking maybe it fell 
inside! (Laughing) Thank GOD I found it 
in the most unexpected place ever; the out-
let at FEDEX!!!! 

What have you been doing since 
graduation? I spent around 3 months at 
home after graduation looking for jobs 
and applying everywhere. That was prob-
ably the most depressing period of my life. 
Then I started training in the accounting 
department of a medical supplies com-
pany for about a month and a half until 
I received a call from Ernst & Young for 
an interview. An hour after the interview, 
I was lucky enough to be chosen for the 
Junior Auditor position. That’s where I’ve 
been working for over a month now.

In this position, what do your re-
sponsibilities entail? Basically, in the 
simplest words, an auditor is an accoun-
tant and our job revolves around analyzing 

a business’ financial records for accuracy 
then forming an opinion regarding those 
financial statements and whether they are 
or aren’t free from errors by using certain 
procedures and techniques along with the 
best professional judgment when assess-
ing the clients’ information and assertions. 
And of course, that differs according to the 
client and the audit work. 

How did your education at GUST 
prepare you for this position? GUST ac-
counting department and professors have 
done a great job in preparing me for this 
work environment. It wasn’t just about the 
extensive accounting coursework; it was 
beyond the classroom experience. They 
introduced me to the rigorous world of Fi-
nancial Accounting that helped in prepar-
ing me for many careers in the accounting 
world including Auditing.

What is the biggest challenge you’ve 
faced since graduation? Probably the 
biggest challenge I’ve faced right after 
graduation was deciding what my next 
step would be. It wasn’t the end of the road 
for me, there’s more than just a Bachelor’s 
degree if you want to step forward in this 
life. And deciding where I was going to go 
to from that point was my biggest chal-
lenge; deciding what I will be doing in my 
life and how I am going to build a success-
ful future and career after that.

We heard you’ve been accepted in 
the Mountbatten MBA & Internship 
program in New York! Congratulations!  
Have you always been interested in pur-
suing your Master’s degree? Thank you! 
I’m very excited! Yes of course, that has 
always been my goal. My Bachelor’s was 
just the first step on the ladder. I always set 
my eyes and mind on pursuing my dreams 
and I finally made it happen. Getting ac-
cepted in this MBA program is such an 
honor and it will be an amazing life ex-
perience that would boost my career plans 
and help me become the best in my field.

Tell us more about Mountbatten.
Mountbatten Institute is an exchange pro-
gram that provides unique international 
study/work opportunities for graduates in 
association with the Graduate School of 
Management and Social Sciences of St. 
Mary’s University College, Twickenham, 
London. The MBA is one of these post-
graduate programs. Basically, it’s an MBA 
in International Business Practice along 
with a one year paid relevant work expe-
rience in the biggest financial capital of 
the world; New York in some of the big-
gest firms there (Deutsche Bank, JP Mor-
gan Chase, Citi, American Express, Royal 
Bank of Scotland…) 

Mountbatten offers a 12-month pro-
gram of full time paid internship in one 
of the sponsor companies while study-
ing part-time towards getting the MBA 
degree taught be professors from NYU, 
Harvard and Columbia University, with 
an additional semester of about 4 months 

of intensive study in Naresuan University, 
Bangkok, Thailand after the completion of 
1 year in New York. We also have the op-
portunity to visit business centers of Asia 
in India, Singapore, Hong Kong as part 
of the dissertation research of the MBA 
. Both qualifications are awarded by St. 
Mary’s University College, Twickenham, 
London, UK. 

The program also offers accommoda-
tion close to its sponsored companies, 
the course related reading materials and 
textbooks, a monthly living allowance of 
$1,000, health insurance, local transporta-
tion and Alumni membership and benefits 
upon the successful completion of the pro-
gram.

How did you hear about the pro-
gram? I heard about this program through 
GUST, an email that was actually sent 
to all students last year by Rounwah A. 
Bseiso; our International Program Coordi-
nator at GUST. And through their official 
website: www.mountbatten.org

 What made you want to apply? 
What I found appealing about this pro-
gram is its focus on growing business as 
an MBA International Business Practice 
Program. The fact that it offers the oppor-
tunity to work in big firms in New York 
and links the workplace practice with 
business theory really fascinated me. It’s 
a whole new dimension of postgraduate 
study and career enhancement at the same 
time whether in New York or Bangkok. 
Being introduced to the business world in 
Asia and have this valuable insight into 
the world of international business is very 
vital in developing my skills in analysis, 
problem solving and decision-making. Not 
to mention, having an internationally rec-
ognized qualification.

How did GUST help in preparing 
you to accept such a prestigious and 
challenging opportunity? As I mentioned 
earlier, GUST had a great role in building 

my character and getting me where I am 
today. My great business professors and 
their tremendous help whether in or out-
side the classroom. I believe the challeng-
es I faced during my college life here at 
GUST have taught me to gain strong con-
fidence in myself, strong will, enthusiasm 
and commitment to excellence that would 
make me a valuable asset as an intern and 
as an MBA student as well.

What do you hope to achieve during 
your time there? As a business student, 
this program will develop my knowledge 
and expertise to adapt to new industries 
and environment. With this international 
work/study opportunity, I come back with 
a good personal, professional and academ-
ic experience that can change the course 
of my life including corporate training, life 
in the financial capital of New York, along 
with a worldwide network of peers, and an 
academic qualification that would broaden 
my mind and my professional field.

What is one thing you will always 
remember about GUST? I think GUST 
will always be a remarkable point in my 
life with all its ups and downs. I met amaz-
ing people there, some of whom became 
my closest friends, including professors 
and staff. It certainly had a big effect in all 
aspects of my life but I guess the one thing 
that I will always remember and tell my 
grandchildren about is the fact that we had 
escalators in a university campus and of 
course People Soft; and registration time 
for classes when I used to patiently wait 
for midnight for the system to open and 
then the attacking process of stealing and 
fighting over seats in classes begins. I will 
definitely miss GUST.

Any piece of advice to students and 
graduates? I advise each student at GUST 
and even graduates never to underestimate 
your potentials. You all have the brains and 
what it takes to shine brightly and make 
your dreams come true. Don’t surrender 
to laziness and carelessness; it will only 
bring you down and make the world judge 
you in the worst way ever. You can do it; 
you can graduate and get your degree. Go 
out there and be proud of what you have 
accomplished. Whether you work and ex-
cel in your field or pursue a higher degree 
afterwards, you’re still the master of your 
own world.
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Rawan El-Sharif

First semester took a while to get 
used to, and a few mistakes were made 
but learnt from. These are a few tips 
that will hopefully be helpful for sec-
ond semester:

1. Actually attend your classes. 

2. Take some sort of writing utilities 
with you, your phone doesn’t count.

3. Find your perfect study place, 
somewhere you can concentrate and 
not get distracted. (Hint: Try the li-
brary!)

4. Participate in an extracurricu-
lar activity that sparks your interest. 
Learning doesn’t just happen in class-
rooms.

5. Find yourself a study buddy. 
Studies show that students who study 
with someone routinely make better 
grades.

6. Review your notes daily. Cram-
ming the day before an exam won’t 
help in the long run.

7. Establish a routine time to study 
for each class.

8. Get enough sleep. 

Freshman Woes: 
Surviving Semester 2 
#nevergetsold

Recycling: GUST is all 
about initiative  

GUST Business Operations De-
partment put together  a recycling 
program for the university to make it 
easier for students, staff and faculty 
alike to recycle paper – and more im-
portantly – confidential excess paper. 

The Operations Department put 
together a program where anyone 
can send in their confidential paper, 
sealed. The paper is then placed in a 
secure storage area. The papers are 
then taken out with facility employ-
ees every Friday and are overseen by 

security officers to ensure that all pa-
pers are shredded securely. 

The shredding machine is top of 
its line and ensures that all paper is 
secured in a plastic bag. All bags are 
then sent to a recycling facility. 

This initiative is part of the uni-
versity’s many goals to help and safe-
guard its surrounding environment 
and for its students, staff and faculty 
to be as environmentally aware as 
possible. 

The GUST Facilities Management Department made sure that the university 
participated in Environmental Hour, where all external lights were switched off 
for one full hour from 7pm-8pm on February 27, 2012. This event takes place 
internationally in over 400 cities every year since 2007. 

In collaboration with the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research and the En-
viornmental Public Authority worked with many governmental and non-govern-
mental entities, including GUST, to promote the event which aims to raise aware-
ness in Kuwait about the negative effects of global warming on our environment.

GUST is proud to support such initiatives and be a part of the movement to 
help the evnironment.

GUST showcases its care for 
the environment!

Dr. Al-Saleh: First 
Kuwaiti female on research journal 

editorial board
Dr. Dhoha AlSaleh, Assistant Pro-

fessor of Marketing at GUST, pre-
sented and published her paper entitled 
“The Effect of Product Placement on 
Young Adult Muslims” in the 2nd 
Global Islamic Marketing Conference 
held in Abu Dhabi. 

Dr. Al-Saleh was selected among 
the most qualified people to join the 
editorial board of the “International 
Journal of Islamic Marketing.” 

The journal is the first to attempt 
to put forward the point of view of Is-
lamic principles relating to marketing 
and hence narrowing the gap between 
business and religious doctrine. 

Dr. Al-Saleh is the first Kuwaiti fe-
male to join the editorial board of the 
first and only research journal in the 
field related to marketers within Islam-
ic communities. 
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* Notice: Events above were last updated on 29/2/2012, for more updates visit the PR Department or Office of Student Life

@gust_times 
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Students watching the first Parliament hearing after elections. Wednesday February 15, 2012

Thirteen Gulf University for Sci-
ence and Technology (GUST) MBA 
students returned from a fruitful 10-
day trip abroad to take a Financial 
Crisis course at Fordham University 
in New York.

The MBA Office offered a grand 
opportunity to 13 students in the 
GUST MBA program, to participate in 
a 10-day course FIN 595 covering fi-
nancial crisis. The course took place in 
Fordham University where aside from 

various class sessions; the students had 
the opportunity to visit various New 
York financial establishments includ-
ing the New York Stock Exchange, 
CNBC, NASDAQ and Bloomberg.

It was a great chance for the stu-
dents to get some hands-on experience 
in one of the biggest financial capitals 
of the world and get one-on-one time 
with some of the greatest economic 
minds in business education and in the 
business practical world. 

MBA students complete 
Financial Course in New York

The GUST Athletic
Department: fruit of 10 years

GUST Athletic Department held an 
honors ceremony for all sports teams 
for their achievements in the year 
2010-2011. The Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Mu-
hailan, Dean of Student Life, Dr. Mes-
fer Mesfer and Head of the Athletic 
Department, Ahmed Al-Majed, offered 
some words of encouragement on the 
teams’ achievements and the pride they 
have in them.

Following the formal introductions, 
the teams were honored one by one 
with a brief introduction of the place 

they medaled during the 2010/2011 
UCC Tournament.  The team coaches 
and members were called up and each 
received a medal for their participation 
in the sports team they belonged to.  

After the ceremony, students and 
faculty alike signed the sports cer-
emony backdrop as a reminder of the 
achievements and to create a collage 
of signed memories of all parties in-
volved within the sports tournaments.

Go to www.gust.edu.kw to view all 
the pictures of the awarded teams!

Encouragement wall signed by GUST community Dr. Al-Muhailan opening the ceremony
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 Abdullah Al-Najdi

Museums are a reflection of a na-
tion’s culture. They show the different 
historical stages the nation has gone 
through. A person can travel back 
centuries through the history of their 
country. This can enable any nation 
to learn from their past to avoid mak-
ing the same mistakes their ancestors 
made, as the saying goes: “history may 
repeat itself but people cannot return 
to the past.”  In honor of the National 
and Liberation Days, the Historical 
Archaeology class at GUST, decided 
to take a trip to the National Museum 
of Kuwait where the students visited 
the main sections: Archaeological Ar-
tifacts, Kuwaiti Heritage, the Planetar-
ium and separately, the Sadu House.

Visiting the Archaeological Arti-
facts, most students were really sur-
prised that some of artifacts dated 
back to 3000 B.C. There was a big 
variety from each time period; some 
from the Neolithic Period, others from 
the Bronze Age, the Hellenistic Age 
and even the Islamic Age.

Seeing the items in the Kuwaiti 
Heritage section, students came to 
a better understanding of how their 
forefathers lived. The behavior of 
some of their still-living grandfathers 
made more sense to them. This will 
lead to a stronger bond between the 
two generations. What was amazing 
to see were the pictures of old Kuwait 
cities with all the stores and figures of 
the community like the “Tawwash”, 
the “Kharraz,” the Herbalist...etc.

In the Planetarium dome, the show 
was projected on the ceiling. The pro-
jector released a full documentary 
about theories of how the universe 
was created. This atmosphere took 
the students into an imaginative trip 
in their minds in which they realized 
how small they are in comparison to 
the huge universe.

In the Sadu House, students learned 
about a very important traditional 
craft performed by older women. One 
could differentiate between the styles 
which belonged to different parts of 
society. The Bedouin style was more 
colorful and overly detailed, while 
city people made simpler items with 
one or two colors; although both were 
made of sheep wool.

The trip was truly an eye-opening 
experience to the different aspects of 
history and it was definitely enjoy-
able. It will take a lot of time to absorb 
what was seen there and take full ad-
vantage of it.

A Trip to the Kuwait National Museum for National Day!

The name Kuwait, which denotes “little 
fort,” orignially comes from the Arabic word 
“kout” - which when translated means a for-

tress built near water. Fitting isn’t it?

Photo copyright to Ben SJ from Flickr.com

Happy National & Liberation Days!
The GUST Times hopes that you all had a great small

vacation and are ready to power through the 
remainder of the semester. The team wanted to 

include in this National Issue a little bit about the 
history, ways to enjoy it and Kuwait pride. GUST has 
also been busy the past couple of months, we’ll show 

you why. Happy reading!
- GT Team

OUR NATIONAL & LIBERATION 
DAYS!
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#Kuwaitnationalday

Follow the GUST Times 
on  Instagram 

@GUST_TIMES

Happy 
National & Liberation 
Days!
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Student Union showcases Kuwait Heritage 
In the spirit of the month and the Na-

tional and Liberation Days celebrations, 
the Student Union organized a National 
Heritage Week entitled: “Our souls are 
its gates,” showcasing the pride and 
love that nationals have for Kuwait by 
decorating the campus in the colors of 
the flag as well as made available vari-
ous Kuwaiti sweets all week long for 
sugar-hungry students and employees.

A few prominent figures in society 
were invited to participate in the week-
long festivities including the Kuwait 
National Arts Group with a traditional 
song and dance in the center of campus, 

which was well received by the students, 
staff and faculty and really instilled a 
sense of nationalism and pride before 
the National and Liberation Days.

Also, Dr. Saleh Al-Ajeri gave a small 
seminar where he talked to the audience 
about Kuwait’s rich past filled with tra-
dition and culture. He talked about the 
history, the purpose of celebrations and 
the day of liberation. Small booklets 
about the POWS were passed out to re-
mind the audience about the great sacri-
fice the POWS made for their country. 
All in all, the week-long festivities were 
ones to remember and appreciate. 

GUST halls decorated in the colors of the Kuwait flag

Dr. Saleh Al-AjeriThe song and dance starts! They were good!

Kuwait gloryScenes of the week

They moved indoors... ...shined even more... ... and captured a huge audience!


