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GUST raises awareness
on Literacy Day

The Gulf University for Science and 
Technology )GUST( English Department, 
organized Literacy Day, to raise awareness 
on the issue of literacy worldwide and its 
effect on future generations. A day filled 
with activities and collaborations filled 
the GUST campus including essays com-
petition, project competition, the Drop 
Everything and Read )DEAR( segment 
and a performance reading of the known 
children’s book ”The Gruffalo“ by young 
children to highlight the event and a book 
donation drive to benefit local schools.

GUST students were encouraged to 
participate in an essay competition and 
a project competition last month and the 
winners were announced today at the 
GUST Literacy Day! In the essay competi-
tion, Mohammed Yaqoub won first place 
for his essay ”Effects of Literacy on Peo-
ple,“ Haneen Al-Othman in second place 
for ”Literacy for Peace,“ and Talal Al-
Qaoud in third place for his essay ”Effects 
of Literacy on People.“

As for the project competition, Deemah 
Al-Mulla stole the show with her Literacy 
Day Project reading to nursery school 
children weekly at the Mooney Face Pre-
School. Deemah learned a lot from her 
experience at the preschool and said she 
believes she ”enjoyed it as much )if not 
more( than the kids did!“

Following the announcement of the 
winners, which took place at GUST’s 

8th Annual Book and Informa-
tion Fair, the Drop Everything 

and Read )DEAR( segment fol-
lowed, which was a campaign directed to 
students, staff and faculty to literally, drop 
everything and read, for 10-minutes. Many 
participated in this campaign. Ms. Ann 
Newman, instructor in the GUST English 
Department and one of the main organ-
izers of Literacy Day, said, ”Reading is one 
of the most important things you will ever 
learn, as it not only hones your language 
skills and increases your vocabulary, but 
also it provides the key to open a world 
full of knowledge. The best part is whether 
you’re reading in your native language or 

in English, reading is a transferable skill.“
And the highlight of the event, the 

sweet end, was a delightful performance 
by Dr. Hussain Al-Sharoufi’s young chil-
dren, Zahra and Ali Al-Sharoufi, who 
played the main characters in a reading 
of the known children’s book ”The Gruff-
alo,“ in English and in Arabic. Many young 
children were in attendance including 
GUST students’ younger siblings and staff 
and faculty’s children. It was a fun event 

that everyone enjoyed.
The English Department would like to 

thank everyone who made the event pos-
sible and hopes that they can continue this 
tradition in the years to come. 

A book drive is available for those 
who would like to donate books. Boxes 
have been set up around campus and will 
remain there until the end of the week, 
when the books will be taken to local 
schools. 

Dearest GUST Family,

We should be proud; whether you’re 
a freshmen, sophomore, junior, senior, 
alumni or employee. We should all be 
proud. GUST turns 10 this year. And it 
is an honor to be part of such an es-
tablishment, first of its kind; a pioneer, 
which gave us the opportunity to learn 
from the best and with the best. This is-
sue and many to come will be honoring 
GUST: its students, alumni, employee, 
and founders – all the people who have 
kept it going for the past 10 years and 
into the future. We are all part of GUST 
and GUST has a part in us as well. You’ll 
find interviews, stories and of course, 
the GUST Times tidbits; to give you a 
hint of how truly lucky we are and how 
honored GUST is to have you. All the 
best and Happy Anniversary GUST!
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The Gulf University for Science and Technol-
ogy )GUST(, Kuwait opened its 2-day Book and 
Information Fair on Monday March 05, 2012 in 
the foyer outside the GUST auditorium. The Fair 
was officially opened by Dr. Shuaib, President of 
GUST and Dr. Joel Glassman, Associate Provost 
and Director International Studies and Programs 
at GUST’s partner University, the University of 
Missouri – St. Louis, in the presence of partici-

pants, general public, GUST team members and 
students who had gathered for the occasion. 

Dr. Shuaib welcomed Dr. Glassman and the 
visitors and thanked the Library Director Shob-
hita Kohli for her contributions to the University 
and also the Library team for their continuing 
support to the Library. He praised the Library ef-
forts in organizing the Fair and making it more 
successful with each passing year. Dr. Robert 
Cook, Vice-President for Academic Affairs also 
spoke during the event and highlighted the im-
portance of the event for the University in keep-
ing up with the latest developments in both on-
line resources and publications; he also thanked 
Growmore General Trading Co. for their con-
tinuing support.

The Fair, annually organized by GUST A. M. Al-
Refai Library, included several leading publish-
ing companies including: Cambridge, Cengage 

Learning HE, Cengage Learning ELT, Pearson 
Education, Pearson ELT, McGraw-Hill Educa-
tion and Palgrave; as well as prominent online 
resource providers such as: Arabian Advanced 
Systems )EBSCO, ProQuest, ebrary, Safari, Lit

erature Online(, IEEE, Emerald, Springer, 
LexisNexis, Bankscope. Amongst the local par-
ticipants  were representatives from the U.S. 
Embassy, GUST Bookstore, Kuwait Bookshop, 
Center for Research and Studies in Kuwait, and 
Center for Child Evaluation and Teaching.

 The Fair held every year provides leading 
publishers a platform to display the latest edi-
tions of books, and online catalogs. The event 
also provides opportunities to online service 
providers to introduce the latest products and 
innovations available in the world of technol-
ogy. The visitors were able to review the latest 
editions of online software and textbook titles 

by leading publishers and information compa-
nies, in a variety of subject areas and had an 
excellent opportunity to network with the par-
ticipants present at the event.

The Fair is open to the public. For those of 
you who wish to attend the event, please do so 
on March 06 anytime between 10:30am – 3pm 
or visit http://amrlibrary.gust.edu.kw/library for 
more information.

Muhsin Al-Musawi, literary critic, 
author and Professor of Arabic Litera-
ture and Comparative Studies at New 
York’s Columbia University, gave a 
lecture at the Gulf University for Sci-
ence and Technology )GUST( about 
the context of Islamic culture as de-
scribed in his 2009 book, The Islamic 
Context of the Thousand and One 
Nights.

During his lecture, Dr. Al-Musawi 
discussed how deeply Islamic herit-
age and culture is embedded in the 
tales of a Thousand and One Nights, 
known to many as the Arabian 
Nights. He emphasized how the tales 
documented their own places and 
periods of production, reflecting the 
Islamic individual’s growing exposure 

to a number of entertainments and 
their conflict with the obligations of 
faith. Dr. Al-Musawi also elaborated 
on Islam’s social, political and eco-
nomic institutions during the medi-
eval period. He dismissed the notion 
that this period constituted a ”dark 
age“ for Islam, stating that, in fact, 
Islam was prominent and there was 
much achievement in terms of art and 
literature.

Dr. Al-Musawi concluded his lec-
ture by answering questions from stu-
dents and professors, who inquired 
about various aspects of his teachings 
and his knowledge about Islamic cal-
ligraphy.

The Arsenal School of Kuwait has 
called the Gulf University for Science 
and Technology )GUST( accredited 
football field home, after the an-
nouncement in October 2011. As a 
token of appreciation, an authentic 
Arsenal jersey with the signatures of 
all current players was given to GUST 
as a token of appreciation for all the 
support and as a symbol of a strong 

partnership.
Bader Al-Rifae, Director of the Ar-

senal Soccer Schools Kuwait, handed 
the token to Dr. Abdulrahman Saleh 
Al-Muhailan, Chairman of the Board 
of trustees, with Ahmed Al-Majed, 
GUST Athletics Director and Fahad Al-
Baijan present at the meeting.

Both parties are appreciative and 

supportive of one another and the 
goals that each holds for the youth 
and their development. GUST hopes 
to have a strong, lasting partnership 
with the Arsenal school and will con-
tinue to support in any way they can.

8th Annual Book and Information Fair at GUST

Columbia University’s 
Dr. Muhsin Al-Musawi holds 
A Medieval Islamic Republic 
of Letters lecture at the Gulf 
University for Science and 
Technology

GUST receives appreciative 
token from Arsenal School 
Kuwait
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GUST hosts Gulf Women’s Football Tournament
for 10th Anniversary Celebrations

With GUST celebrating its 
10th Anniversary this year, it 
hosted the 2nd ever Gulf Wom-
en’s Football Tournament. Kick-
ing off March 2nd, the tourna-
ment went on for four days 
and included different teams 
from the Gulf region including 
Kuwait, KSA and Bahrain. The 
teams squared off on the GUST 
FIFA accredited field. The aim of 
the tournament was to promote 
and encourage Women sports in the 
Gulf.

GUST President’s Student Advisor, 
Afaf Al-Rukhayis spoke at the tour-
nament announcement press confer-
ence stating: ”Team sports are a 
great way to exercise your in-
terpersonal skills, especially on 
the field; sportsmanship is im-
portant in building character.“ 
Al-Rukhayis, a leading woman 
in Kuwait sports as the initiator 
of the first women’s handball 

team in Kuwait, stressed on the 
vitality of encouraging wom-
en’s sports locally and regional-
ly. She thanked all participating 
teams and the organizing com-
mittee of the tournament and 
hopes to host many grander 
tournaments for many sports in 
the future.

Anwar Al-Sabah, Head of the Stu-
dent Life Office at GUST and head 

of the organizing committee for the 
event mentioned the importance of  
this occasion not only because of its 
uniqueness and inspirational factor, 
but because it is part of a bigger ideal 
for the university. 

The tournament kicked off with a 
win by Kuwait Team A over KSA )3-
0(. The second match enjoyed a win by 
Bahrain vs. Kuwait Team B )2-1(.

The women’s tournament was a 

private event with an only women at-
tendance. GUST ensured the privacy 
of all the players by providing strictly 
female security and facility manage-
ment crew, banning personal cameras 
and camera phones and covering the 
entirety of the field. These measures 
were taken to respect the privacy of 
the players and their supporters.

The Opening Ceremony started 
with the Kuwait national anthem and 
a reading from the Holy Quran. This 
was followed by a lavish parade of the 
flags and KSA and Bahrain national 
anthems. The event speaker, Anwar 
Al-Sabah, Head of the Office of Stu-
dent Life and Head Organizer of the 
Tournament, noted: ”Academic excel-
lence goes hand in hand with social 
excellence. GUST after 10 years has 
honored this ideal through support-
ing this event and others like it, to 
promote partnership and growth not 
only in the classroom, but beyond it.“

The first match was played by Ku-

wait – GUST team against the KSA 
team. While the second match, was 
between the 2nd Kuwait-GUST team 
against the Bahrain team. The women 
played well and exuded sportsman-
ship. The all-female audience was 
thrilled to watch the women play 
the sport they excel in and supported 
them throughout their matches. 

The tournament concluded with 
congratulations to GUST A as the first 
place winners. KSA in 2nd place and 
GUST B in third.

The team celebrated amongst 
themselves and then shook hands 
with their opponents. The ladies all 
became good friends through the 
course of the tournament and led by 
example through it all, with excellent 
sportsmanship skills and hospitality.

GUST congratulates all the partici-
pants for their talent and their sports-
manship and hopes that the teams 
will play together again in future 
tournaments.
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Dr. Al-Muhailan: 10 years of patience and hard 
work; well worth-while
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It’s GUST’s 10th anniversary, and you 
have been at the heart of it since the 
very start.
In honor of this occasion, we would 
like to ask you a few questions. 

What was the initial process of 
starting the university like?

With any project, it all started with 
an idea. Kuwaiti educators put forth 
an idea to start a private university 
to give students in Kuwait the oppor-
tunity and encouragement to better 
their education and to be competitive 
with international standards. And 
naturally, because this project was 
the first of its kind in Kuwait, there 
were many obstacles that we had to 
face, from the attainment of the Ami-
ri decree to the credit hours cal

culations. It was a great project, 
one that when completed was well 
worthwhile. It was for the greater 

good of our country, our children 
and that is what kept us going. 

higher education. How does 
it feel to have started this 
movement?

It certainly felt like an achievement, 
but that feeling was quickly put aside, 
because the movement as you called 
it, was not over. That was only the be-
ginning! Now, GUST was up and run-
ning. Now, the real work started. We 
needed to reach out and find young 
minds that were willing to give us a 
little faith. And we were blessed with 
the first batch of students. Not only 
were we giving them a new outlook 
on education; they too were giving us 
a new outlook. Every day we learned 
something new. And we continue to 
this day, 10 years later, to learn from 
our students as they do within the 
GUST walls. We continuously strive 

to be better from the things that we 
learn from our students, our commu-
nity and our competition. 

How does this make you feel 
today, after 10 years of hard work 

and progress?
I am proud. That’s all I can call it. 

Pride. Pride in every student, every 
teacher, every employee. Not only the 
ones who were here from the initia-
tion. But everyone who is here today 
and who will be here in the future. 
This is a great establishment. One 
that I am proud to be a part of and 
proud to serve. And I look forward to 
the future.

How has GUST changed and 

grown over the past 10 years?
GUST hasn’t stopped changing 

since the day it was established. And 
even before then! Change is neces-
sary. It leads to growth. Some may 
fear change, but it is change that 
keeps us all going. From the launch of 
new departments to the development 
of new majors; the move to a new 
campus; plans to build a new campus 
and develop new majors; labs; equip-
ment; books; professors. These things 
will continue to change and continue 
to help GUST grow. I cannot pinpoint 
specific things that have changed 
over the past 10 years. What we are 
today is an live example of how much 
it has changed since we were in the 

old campus in Hawally. And in anothr 
10 years, the next person who will be 
interviewed will probably tell you the 
same thing.

How has GUST changed the 
landscape of education in Kuwait? 

GUST was the first private uni-
versity in Kuwait. It started a new 
perspective on education and gave 
students something very important: 
options. Students now had the free-
dom to choose; to try and figure out 
what they want. It was not just about 
choosing a major anymore. They had 
to choose which university they’d like 
to attend. And suddenly, the next 
four years of their life didn’t seem 
so planned for them. GUST gave stu-
dents an opportunity to be for a com-
petitive education with international 
universities, without having to go 
abroad. GUST also opened a new era 
for education, where now we have 
several private universities. It set the 
bar. 

Where do you see GUST in the 
next 10 years? 

Hopefully, if all our plans and 

ideas fall into place, we hope to have 
grown exponentially from where 
we are today, a bigger campus with 
new majors in the sciences including 
engineering. Also, we hope to have 
opened more Master’s degree pro-
grams to give our students the oppor-
tunity to further explore themselves 
and pursue their graduate studies 
with us as well. 

What advice can you give to 
your students on this occasion? 

Aim higher. That’s all the advice 
I can give them. Always aim higher. 
Not just when it comes to your educa-
tion, but when it comes to yourself, 
your family, your friends, your coun-
try. All of it. You aim higher, you be-
come a better version of yourself and 
therefore a better version for all of 
them. You would be able to take care 
of yourself the way you should; be 
supportive of your family the way you 
should; cherish your friendships the 
way you should; be proud ofyou work 
and university the way you should; 
and serve your country and commu-
nity the way you should. That’s it. Aim 
higher. 



GUST Students Participate in Assessment of Higher Edu-
cation Outcomes (AHELO)

Dr. Lee Caldwell: We owe a debt of gratitude to the scholars 
who envisioned GUST
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Name: Dr. Lee Caldwell
Position: Dean
Department: College of 
Business Administration

The Ministry of Education is pleased to an-
nounce Kuwait’s participation in the OECD-AHE-
LO feasibility study as part of its continued effort 
to strive toward academic excellence at institu-
tional, national and international levels.  The AH-
ELO )Assessment of Higher Education Outcomes( 
is a major project of the OECD )Organization for 
Economic Development and Co-Operation(.  The 
study’s objective is to determine the feasibility 
of measuring learning outcomes in ways that are 
valid across cultures and languages and across di-
verse institutional settings and missions.  

Kuwait is one out of 16 participating coun-
tries which include the United States, Canada, 
Australia, the Netherlands, The Russian Federa-
tion, and Japan.  Kuwait’s decision to take part in 
this project as the first Arab country is indicative 
of the leading role it plays in the region in ar-

eas of education, assessment, and the systematic 
monitoring of student learning at a post-second-
ary level.  Furthermore, Kuwait’s participation 
clearly underscores its commitment toward its 
students, their parents, the Kuwaiti public, and 
in adhering to international educational stand-
ards.    

Over the course of the last three years, the 
Ministry of Education, has worked closely with 
the OECD and the AHELO national and interna-
tional teams to ensure the development of an 
assessment instrument that is culturally appro-
priate and applicable without undermining its 
academic viability.  The assessment instrument 
known as the Generic Skills Strand determines 
student’s abilities in critical and analytical rea-
soning, problem solving and written communi-
cation, and has been translated and culturally 

adapted as deemed appropriate by all partici-
pating countries.  In Kuwait, the assessment will 
be administered to students in the English and 
Arabic language.  Each participating institution 
has chosen the preferred language.  Some have 
chosen to administer the assessment in both lan-
guages.    

To this end, Kuwait is calling upon its univer-
sity student body to assist in and support this 
important national initiative. Participating Pub-
lic and Private Colleges and Universities will be 
selecting students at random from their respec-
tive institutions to participate in an assessment 
that will determine the feasibility of the project.  
Upon receiving notification, selected students 
will be informed of the necessary details.  The 
assessment will take place on April 28, 2012 at 
each participating institution which is:  Kuwait 

University, the American University of Kuwait, 
Gulf University of Science and Technology, the 
Australian College of Kuwait, Arab Open Univer-
sity, the American University of the Middle East, 
and the Public Authority for Applied Education 
and Training )PAAET(. Student scores will remain 
anonymous and will only serve to determine the 
degree to which cross-border assessments are 
feasible on an international scale.  In the future, 
such cross-border assessments may provide a 
means by which students’ and universities’ per-
formance is globally measured. 

Thus it is incumbent on all of us, students, 
faculty and staff in both the public and private 
educational sectors, to work together in the suc-
cessful completion of this national project.

200 sample of expected to graduates students has been selected randomly to participate in this study. Participants will receive certificate from the PUC and will enter a draw of 3 iPad   
FURTHER INFORMATION: Please visit the website: https://www.gust.edu.kw/ahelo:: Or VISIT Quality Assurance Director, Nada Alenzi, W1-204. 

Haya Al Homaizi                                   
Abdullah Al-Mesad                                 
Sara Al-Mutawa                                    
Abdulrahman Al-Rumaih                             
Sarah Al-Yahya                                    
Sultan Al-Ghanim                                  
Bashayer Al-Saeed                                 
Firas Al-Refaie                                   
Mohammed Al-Elaiwah                               
Sultan Al-Enizi                                   
Saad Fath Al-Deen                                 
AbdulKareem Al-Jasim                              
Moudhi Al-Falah                                   
Abdulaziz Al-Jarah                                
Fay Alasfour                                      
Mohammad Alfarhod                                 
Abdulmohsen Al-Amer                               
Anwar Alattar                                     
Zahra Aljazaf                                     
Anjiri Al-Anjari                                  
Abdulrazzaq Al-Sgari                              
Suliman Abd Al- Kareem                            
Ahmed Al Qattan                                   
Aseel Al-Hendi                                    
Asrar Zakaria Al Ansari                           
Mona Ameen                                        
Yousef Faisal Al Kulaib                           
Fahad Al Sabah                                    
Hashim Dashti                                     
Sara Al Hajri                                     
Safana Al-Shawaf                                  
Dalal Al-Salem                                    
Manal Al-Najjar                                   
Ahmad Bahbahani                                   

khaled Al-Banwan                                  
Shuaib Al-Shuaib                                  
Abdulwahab Al-Gharabally                          
Maryam Bahman                                     
Latifa Ali                                        
Sara AL-Jassar                                    
Haya AL-Marshoud                                  
Khalid Al Mutawa                                  
Mohammed AL-Hamdan                                
Abdulrazzaq AL-Khannah                            
Talal abdulhadi                                   
Aisha Al-Anjery                                   
Duaij Al Own                                      
Anwaar Al-Anezi                                   
Abdullah AlFuzaie                                 
Noha Al Rasheed                                   
Noor Al Mansour                                   
Zainah Al Munaifi                                 
Mohammad Ashkanani                                
Abdulkreem Al-Gouloshy                            
Esraa Al-Taleb                                    
Aishah Al-Azmi                                    
Anwar AL-Mouner                                   
Muneera Al-Dosary                                 
Shaikha Al-Langawi                                
Moroj Al-Jassim                                   
Ali Alseneen                                      
Amani Al Turki                                    
Reham Al-Ajmi                                     
Basma Al Mulla                                    
Abdullah Al-Zayed                                 
Yousef Mustafa                                    
Mohammed Al Noumas                                
Zahraa Rajab                                      

Awatif AL-Enezy                                   
Aisha Al Saqer                                    
Talal Yousef                                      
Abdullah Al-Halag                                 
Mariam Haider                                     
Sara Al Mutairy                                   
Ali Al Qumani                                     
Sarah Mohammad                                    
Abdullah Esmaeel                                  
Nour AL-Barjas                                    
Yousef Al Qattan                                  
Danah Ahmad                                       
Zainab Al-Herz                                    
Abdullah AL-Dousri                                
Abdullah Al-Shammari                              
Zaben Al-Zaben                                    
Nour Al Oqab                                      
Khaled Khalaf                                     
Mohammed AL-Rukhais                               
Fay Al Otaibi                                     
Abdulwahab Al-Zankawi                             
Reem Al-Jassar                                    
Dhari Al-Ajmi                                     
Sarah Al Awadhi                                   
Abdulla Al Qabandi                                
Hawazen Al-Munayes                                
Khalid Bu Ghaith                                  
Hussain Boushihri                                 
Jumanah Baroun                                    
Khalifa Al Asoosi                                 
Suliman Al ouda                                   
Lulwa Al Shaheen                                  
Bader Al-Yaseen                                   
Mubarak AlSAbah                                   

Fahad AL-Khuzam                                   
Khaled Bin Eid                                    
Hamed AL-Khamis                                   
Kaled AlKandery                                   
Fatma Ashkanani                                   
Abdullah AL-Khamis                                
Mubarak Al Fadhalah                               
Sulaiman Al-Fuhaid                                
Munirah Al-Subaie                                 
Ahmad Redhai                                      
Fahad Al-Shaiji                                   
Jassem Al-Omani                                   
Yousef Al-Mesbah                                  
Falah Al Ajmi                                     
Ahmed Al-Saqer                                    
Ahmad Al-Anezi                                    
Ahmad Al Abdal Jalil                              
Husain Abul                                       
Hamad Al Ali                                      
Anwar Al Asossi                                   
Hani Al Shakhss                                   
Ghaida Al Subaie                                  
Abdulmohsen Al Ibrahim                            
Sarah Haider                                      
Khaled Shamsaldin                                 
Nourah Buyabes                                    
Mohammad Al-Kandiri                               
Fajer Salmeen                                     
Sarah Al Asfoor                                   
Feras Ashkanani                                   
Mariam Al Sabah                                   
Aisha Al Humaidhi                                 
Hessa Al-Wazzan                                   
Fahad AL-Shamali                                  

Abdulrahman AL-Ghanim                             
Talal Al Omar                                     
Bader Al-Kandari                                  
Sharifa Al Ghanim                                 
Rafah Al Sabah                                    
Jawa Al Sabih                                     
Sarah Aman                                        
Hamad Al Saqer                                    
Hessah AL-Rekaiby                                 
Eelaf Al Hunaif                                   
Rawan Al Duaij                                    
Ali Al Dawood                                     
Dana Numan                                        
Aishah Al Salahi                                  
Homoud Sakit                                      
Mohammad Al-Ali                                   
Dalal Al-Ayoub                                    
Aseel Abbas Al-Khabbaz                            
Taif Al-Tattan                                    
Nouf Bu-hamad                                     
Ali Al-Sarraf                                     
Enfowan Mishari Al Dabbous                        
Hassan Al-Haddad                                  
Hadeer Hasan Al Busairi                           
Fatmah Al-Naser                                   
Amnah Fadhel Al - Amir                            
Hala Al Roomi                                     
Zahra Abdullah                                    
Aisha Ahmad Al Rumaihi                            
Dana Fawzi Al Hunaif                              
Afnan Ahmad Al Khanfar                            
Farah Al-Bader                                    
Sara Al-Thaqeb                                    
Nadine Raheem                                     

Razan Al Shaya                                    
Dalal Issa Boland                                 
Farah Al Sayegh                                   
Sarah Shaya Al Shaya                              
Maryam Mohammed Al Beloushi                       
Ali Abul                                          
Mohammed Abbas                                    
Nora Nasseb                                       
Saleh Al Momen                                    
Lama Boseedwa                                     
Joanne Bassel Al Abdul Jalil                      
Yasmeen Al Sharrah                                
Abdullah Ashkanani                                
Mariam Abdullah                                   
Mustafa Mohammad                                  
Abdulrahman AL-Ghannam                            
Sabekah Abdulnaser Al-Abdullah                    
Lamya Adel Al Bader                               
Sarah Al Mershed                                  
Dana Al-Nassar                                    
Hussain Al-Husaini                                
Ma’ali Nasser                                     
Najla Al-Sabih                                    
Ahmad Ghareeb                                     
Rawan Al Khunaini                                 
Haleema Al-Jazzaf                                 
Fatimah Al Daei                                   
Najeeba Al Nafisi                                 
Duha Boresly                                      
Rawan Ashkanani                                   

 Years at GUST: 
It’s been 10 years since GUST’s initiation. How 

does this make you feel?
It is a very happy occasion.  I think the ten years 

is not measured as much by time as by the many 
students who have received a good

education here and to see how their careers are 
developing.  We are also fortunate to have faculty 
and staff members who have been here since the 
beginning and we honor their pioneering work in 
developing this great University.

What are the major changes you’ve noticed in 
the university?

GUST has rapidly matured into one of the top 
Universities in the Middle East and today is com-
petitive with quality universities in the US.  Of 
course, the success of our students is the most 
important accomplishment.  GUST students gen-
erally are serious about their studies.  They have 
strong family and moral values.  They have a good 
understanding of global issues.  They participate 
vigorously in the governance of the University.  I 
believe this generation of students will make a 
very positive difference in Kuwait, the GCC and 
the world.  GUST faculty members are also ”world-
class“.  Today, faculty members publish articles in 
top international journals.  They are working hard 
as a team to improve the quality of education.  
GUST is also working to bring the latest technolo-
gies into the classroom.  With the work done to 
achieve top international accreditation, GUST has 
improved in every category.

What is one of your best memories at the uni-
versity?

Graduation is always one of my favorite times.  
As the faculty gather to honor the accomplish-

ments of our students we feel we are privileged 
to share in the joy of the families.  Many of our 
students have had to overcome hardships to reach 
this important goal and all have committed years 
of hard work to graduate.  The families have also 
sacrificed for the education opportunities for 
their children.  So much of life is hard work and 
it is nice to have the opportunity to celebrate ac-
complishments and to ”smell the roses“.

What is the most difficult part of your job?
In this job, you get to see lots of people who 

have challenges.  Some are created through per-
sonal failures, but many happen due to the hard-
ships of life.  The challenge is to maintain high 
academic standards and to find creative ways to 
help students who face these challenges to suc-
cessfully continue their education.  Of course, I 
also appreciate the students who drop by to share 
their successes.  I am old enough that most of the 
students could be my grandchildren.  I have very 
high hopes and aspirations for each of our stu-
dents.

What is GUST looking forward to in 2012?
GUST is on a rapid pace of change and im-

provement.  We recently had a visit from a distin-
guished international scholar who is our mentor 
in the accreditation process.  He commented that 
he had never seen a University improve this much, 
this fast.  One of the joys of working at GUST is 
the way we work together to make things better.  

While we focus a lot on improving the interna-
tional reputation and visibility of the university, 
we should never lose sight of our commitment to 
helping our students develop their intellectual po-
tential while retaining the cultural, religious and 
moral values that have been the underpinnings of 
the State of Kuwait.

Any last words to the readers on this grand oc-
casion?

We all owe a debt of gratitude to the scholars 
who envisioned GUST about 17 years ago.  To the 
investors who committed resources and talents to 
making the vision a reality.  To our Trustees who 
keep academic quality central in their vision and 
decisions.  To our faculty members who work hard 
in the class rooms and in the development of im-
pactful research.  To our students who work hard 
and develop their intellect.   We should all pledge 
ourselves to the ongoing quest for educational 
excellence.  I am most proud of the wonderful 
young people who attend this university.  Our stu-
dents are a great tribute to loving and supportive 
families and a society that retains good moral and 
religious values.  I am always happy to tell people 
that our students are ”just plain good young peo-
ple“.  It is our great honor to serve them and we 
all look forward to seeing their accomplishments 
over the years.



2000-2002: GUST founders put together all 

the details of starting the university, dotting 

the I’s and crossing the T’s to prepare for the 

establishment of the university 

2002: After the signing of the Amiri Decree 

156 just 2 months prior, GUST was offi-

cially established and operational for the Fall 

2002/2003 semester

2002: GUST focused on solidifying its vision 

and values among the students, staff and fac-

ulty of the university to remain consistent with 

the image and vision of the university’s future

2003: The late Dr. Abdullah Mubarak Al-Refai 

was President of GUST to 2005

2005: GUST received its PUC accreditation 

2006: Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Muhailan, now the 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees, was named 

the President of GUST until April 2009

2006: Center for Continuing Education at 

GUST was established

2007: The student and faculty bodies at GUST 

increased substantially 

2007: 1st official GUST Commencement Cer-

emony for undergraduates

2007: Center for Alumni and Corporate Rela-

tions was established

2008: GUST moved to the state-of-the-art 

Mishref campus

2008: MBA program was launched

2009: Dr. Shuaib Shuaib became the President 

of GUST and is in his role to this day

2009: GUST was re-accredited with ”Excel-

lent“ grade from the PUC

2009: 1st Student Club was formed

2009: GUST Times was launched

2010: 1st MBA class graduated from GUST

2010: GUST website wins regional ”Best Inter-

activity“ Award

2011: Student Success Center was established

2012: GUST turns 10 years old

It’s GUST’s 10th anniversary! And you have been  
part of a university that built itself in just ١٠ 
years

How does this make you feel? 
I am proud to be part of the university that 

was born 10 years ago and already had estab-
lished itself as one of the best in the country. 
I really wanted to be here for the 10-th anni-
versary of GUST and I am happy that this will 
happened.

How has GUST changed and grown over 
the past 10 years?

At the end of September 2002 the university 
started with 400 students, one building )a beau-
tiful reconstructed old school building!( having 
few rooms, but enough for the students that we 
had at the time. Look around and see what we 
have now! A master program, wonderful cam-
pus, 3-4 000 students… and more changes and 
challenges are on the way.

What are your achievements over the 
past 10 years?

O, I had many opportunities that I would not 
have if I was not part of this growing Univer-
sity. I traveled to present my research at confer-
ences in Germany, Malaysia, Poland, Netherland 
and USA.  I had an opportunity to investigate 
instructional methodology at the University of 
Missouri –St. Louis as a part of a GUST fellow-
ship program.  As a member of a research group 
in the department I explored a new area of re-
search – mathematical modeling of problems in 
fluid mechanics.

What is the most significant change you 

have seen?
I already mentioned some of the amazing 

changes I have witnessed. In addition, I can un-
derline the most significant achievement - GUST 
had established itself )in my opinion(,  as the 
best place in Kuwait to learn business and eco-
nomics.

Is there a change in the students?
Yes, and no. 
Yes, because at the beginning we had mostly 

students who had to pay their own tuition, and 
now the government provides financial support 
to the majority of them.

No, because the students are always the 
same: young, 18-25 years old people that grow 
up, learn and mature during their time study.

What changes would you like to see put 
in place?

I would be glad to see the university strictly 
follow policy and be better organized. This will 
have an enormous impact on the quality of edu-
cation. I know that the administration had put 
a lot of effort to accelerate this direction and 
I know that it is not an easy task. I believe that 
each of us, faculty and administration, have to 
spare no effort and commitment to work hard 
and attain this improvement.

How does the old campus compare to the 
new campus?

The new campus is wonderful, especially at 
night when the lights are on. We have access to 
a lot of technology which improves the quality 
of teaching and makes it more pleasant for the 
students.   I liked the old campus too, and I wish 

we could have kept it as part of our history as a 
university.

Where do you see GUST in the next 10 
years? Do you see yourself as a part of that 
transition as well?

I hope we will finally achieve one of the ini-
tial targets GUST declared – provide education 
for engineers, since this is the dream of many 
students in Kuwait. This is a good trend that has 
to be cherished. As a comparison, many students 
in Europe do not want to put in the effort and 
go to such demanding areas as engineering. 

And to answer the second part of the ques-
tion -Yes, I would like to contribute to educat-
ing future engineers. I have constantly prepared 
myself for this task by attending )during the last 
6 years( each conference of Physics Teaching in 
Engineering Education, organized by the Euro-
pean Society for Engineering Education.

.  I hope to be a member of the department of 
physics education for engineers and to provide 
my input in the next step that the university will 
take.

What advice can you give to your students 
on this occasion? 

Study and work hard to bring your country 
up to international standards and be able to 
compete with the developed world. You have 
the potential to do it! In terms of education, I al-
ready see the distance shortened between some 
of European countries and your country. Kuwait 
is moving in the right direction! Education is the 
key for success. Be part of this!

Dr. Mitkova: proud to be part of a university that built itself 
in just 10 years

Name: Maya Mitkova
Position: Assistant Professor
Department: Mathematics 
& Natural Science
Years at GUST: Since 2002 

GUST MILESTONES
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GARDENS
Now

HALLS
Now

LABS
Now

MEETINGS
Now

GYM
Now

LECTURES
Now

GRADUATION
Now

TH
EN
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