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Founded in 2010, the GUST Anime Club aims to explore and bring together the 
many fans and artists who take an interest in the art of manga/anime, as well as the 
cultural influences it is derived from – learning more about Japanese culture, language 
and entertainment. Students will learn to improve their drawing skills, discuss the 
impacts and importance of comic art and their adaptations in popular culture and 
modern art and story-telling. We also take a look at the various adaptations of manga, 
besides anime, such as live-action movies, dramas and popular video games. 

If you would like to join the Anime Club or have any questions, please

e-mail them at: animeclub@gust.edu.kw.
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Dearest GUST Students,

Ever wondered what clubs we have here at 

GUST? Wonder no more! Here they are, 

showing us the best of themselves. Those of you 

who aren’t in a club, it’s time to explore your 

talents, hobbies and interests and join a club! 

A little camaraderie never hurt anyone either (: 

A big thank you to all the clubs who participated 

with us - needless to say, you guys made the 

issue!

Happy Reading! 

GT Editorial Team

[Seiki-bu]
Animation Club

We are the Contemporary English Club (CEC)
Yasmeen Aboulezz

A common misconception that 
many people tend to believe is that 
languages and the activities associated 
with them are purely academic and 
boring. For most students at GUST, the 
English language and the learning of it 
is a burden an annoyance that stands in 
the way of their university career. The 
truth is that the English language and 
the studying of it is very deceptive. It 
may, on the outside, seem very dull 
and uninteresting to learn and study, 
but the reality is that English is the ex-
act opposite.

The aim of the Contemporary Eng-
lish Club (CEC), is to get students to 
understand the truth behind the Eng-
lish language and its true entertain-
ment value. As one of the only aca-
demic clubs at GUST, the club aims to 

become a method to service struggling 
students in the English language with-
out making it seem like it’s an academ-
ic outlet.

 The CEC hopes to create many out-
lets for students with latent literary tal-
ents to practice and refine them while 
also engaging in activities that are in-
teresting and entertaining. Some of the 
future activities that the CEC hopes to 
organize are a book club, short story 
writing workshops, guest speakers, lit-
erary discussions and much more. Ac-
cording to the President of the CEC, 
Yousef Mustafa, the most pressing 
aim of the CEC that he hopes to have 
up and running soon is the book club. 
Part of his personal vision is to get stu-
dents interested in a variety of differ-
ent books that would be subsequently 
discussed amongst members to open 
and broaden peoples’ horizons.  Also, 

Yousef hopes to give students part of 
the book club in the book selections, 
so as to cater to the wants of the stu-
dents. Although still in its preliminary 
stage, the CEC hopes to bring the book 
club as soon as possible to GUST for 
all who are interested.

Attracting attention and interest 
to the CEC is a point that must be ad-
dressed. For those who find English 
uninteresting and uneventful, the 
appeal must be greater than simple 
entertainment. In order for English 
to rise above, it must showcase its 
uniqueness. The CEC did exactly 
that at its opening event during Eng-
lish Day on April 20th. The CEC’s 
president, Yousef Mustafa created 
the simple concept of “The Nev-
er Ending Story” where students, 
guests and faculty alike added their 
own ideas and thoughts to the story. 

The idea proved very successful as the 
story resulted in seven very long and 
funny parts were constructed based on 
the combination of everyone’s ideas.

Fore more information or to join the 
English Club please see the Office of 
Student Life.



Pros & Cons: GUST Debate Club-style
Dr. Hussain Al-Sharoufi

GUST Debate Club is where 
talented debaters find their target 
to practice, improve and sharpen 
their debating talent. We started our 
activities in Fall 2010-2011. 

In December 2010, we organized 
the first ever debate in Kuwait at the 
tertiary level, where GUST debated 
with Kuwait University (KU) and 
prevailed. We then extended our 
invitation to other universities to 
participate in the second debate on 
April 20th, 2011. Fortunately, KU, 
the Australian College of Kuwait 
(ACK) and the American University 
of Kuwait (AUK) joined our debate 
competition. In the final debate 
between KU and GUST, KU won 
the debate with marginal difference. 
We are confident to say that this 
exceptional activity is a wonderful 
chance for all GUST students to 
witness intellectual exchange of ideas 
based on logic, rhetoric and eloquence. 
As for our club members, we are proud 
to say that they have proven without a 
doubt that they are excellent debaters 

and communicators.  

The art of persuasion is an ancient 
art that reflects intellectual thought and 
effective delivery of ideas. Through 
debating with an opponent, one uses all 
sorts of argumentative, syllogistic, and 
persuasive techniques to convince the 
judges and the audience of the strength 
of his/her stance. The Debate Club is 
an intellectual venue for students who 
feel they are eloquent and outspoken 
enough to persuade and convey ideas 
intellectually. 

Debating is a calculated activity 
that requires acute precision and 
strong eloquence; therefore, our 
debaters are chosen according to their 
mastery of English, ability to use 
calculated arguments and eloquence. 
Furthermore, we are planning to 
participate in regional and international 
debates in the near future. 

Our prime aim is to help our 
students engage in an intellectual 
activity which they can benefit from 
by becoming effective debaters and 
communicators, which will help them 

strongly in their life. The ultimate 
goal of the Debate Club is to make 
discussion and debate the main norms 
of exchanging ideas amongst students. 
This will undoubtedly help in building 
a culture based on debating issues 
rather than uttering in a loud voice or 
instigating physical violence.  

Some Pros and Cons of joining a 
University Club, especially the Debate 
Club:

Pros                                                                                          
- Building a strong personality 
- Improving personal talents
- Providing self confidence 
- Promoting intellectual thought
- Emphasizing responsibility and 

academic commitment 

Cons
- Spending time in meetings and 

preparation 
                                 

As one can easily observe, joining a 
University club is a win-win scenario. 
The only thing that one has to admit is 
the amount of time that needs to bev 
spent to achieve the goals set by the 

respective club; however, we assure 
you that it is time well spent. We do 
hope that GUST students understand 
that it is an honor and a considerable 
gain to represent their University 
in debates. We would like to take 
this opportunity to invite any GUST 
student, who finds in himself/herself 
the required abilities to join the Debate 
Club, to contact us (debateclub@
gust.edu.kw) to be part the team to 
situate GUST at the forefront of other 
Universities in Kuwait.
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GUST Times April Poll
What would make you consider 
joining a GUST student club?

Interest
 46%

Friends
20%

Extra Credit
25%

Other
9%

IT Club Breakdown

The debate between Apple and 
Microsoft often sparks heated argu-
ments which have led to fights and 
vandalism on which reigns over the 
other. I’m sure many of you have a 
strong opinion about this topic. But, 
the truth of the matter is that both are 
about the same. It’s all about the dif-
ferent GUIs; slightly different ways 
of opening applications. Once the 
application is open, the only differ-
ences might be whether you use a 
single button mouse or a multi-but-
ton mouse, and even those difference 
vanish with third party hardware. 
We’ll be looking at the pros and cons 
of each and dispel some myths per-
petuated about both platforms. Re-
member, both Microsoft and Apple 
share a good deal of technology and 
Windows and MacOS share hundreds 
of patents. Microsoft also made a lot 
of software to cater to Mac users 
such as Microsoft Office, which was 
created by a separate department for 
Macs.

Typography: Mac’s support of 
typography is a result of years of in-
volvement with the pre-press indus-
try. Type-styles rendered with a Mac 

transfer better when submitted to 
a service bureau. You get what 
you see. If you’re into pre-press, 
Mac is the clear winner here. 

Video Subsystem:  Windows 
open architecture and PCI bus 

allows a wide non-saturated video 
subsystem. Video cards are made 
which exceed 6 Gigaflops of geo-
metric rendering. Mac, though PCI, 
has a severely bottle-necked video 
subsystem so if you’re into advanced 
3D rendering, Windows is the clear 
choice. 

Postscript Support: Mac native-
ly supports both postscript and PDF 
formats making them the winners 
here. Again, if you’re into pre-press, 
Mac makes more sense. 

Raw Speed: Windows PCs have 
a serious edge here. Where time is 
money, processor speed can be very 
important. Inspite of how hard Mac 
attempts to claim that even with  the 
slower clock speed Macs are just as 
fast as PCs. That just isn’t so and  
has been proven by every bench test 
out there. If you have the “need for 
speed” in gaming, software develop-
ment, 3D rendering or other apps, 
Windows wins.  

Color Matching: Apple is the 
only OS and hardware which sup-
ports Colorsync™, the industry stan-

dard for “what you see is what you 
get” color matching. If you want 
your prints to come with the same 
colors on the screen, you need a Mac.    

Web Design: This is a tough one. 
The popular choice is Windows be-
cause: a) 95% of people surfing the 
Web use Windows on PCs. If you 
want to be able to design in a way 
where you can see what those 95% 
see, then Windows makes sense. And 
b) although many technologies are 
available for Macs, Windows tech-
nology isn’t available for it – and 
that’s the technology much of the 
Web uses. If you want to take advan-
tage of .NET technology or ASP, it’s 
just easier to implement from a Win-
dows platform.

Ease of Use:  Mac has the edge. 
Although the difference is pretty 
small with Windows XP, Windows 
binary Plug-in-Play is no longer 
“Plug-n-Pray” and  despite being 
technologically superior to Macs, it 
doesn’t get the job done as nicely! 
By using nearly draconian measures 
and monopolistic threats, Apple has 
maintained tight control over third 
party hardware creators. Which 
means its easier to use, but less 
choice in add-ons. 

Software Availability: Though 
many might argue that anything you 
need is available for Mac - industry 

specific software isn’t. For example, 
if you own a lawnmower repair shop, 
you might want software written ex-
clusively to run that. But, you won’t 
be able to find it for a Mac. On the 
other hand, you’d have several to 
choose from for Windows - for free 
or cheap shareware downloads. You 
might argue that you can adapt data-
base and spreadsheet software based 
on your needs, but it’s not as easy. 
Advantage to Windows.

Coolness Factor: What can I say? 
Mac wins. Look at that new iMac or 
the iPod. It beats a beige box anyday.

Geek Factor (and I’m one): Win-
dows wins.

Fore more information or to join the 
IT Club email them at: ITCLUB@
gust.edu.kw.
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And you thought English was boring
GUST celebrated its first official 

ENGLISH DAY. The main purpose of this 
event was to encourage more interest in the 
English language, its history and its many 
aspects. The event launched with great success, 
a big audience welcomed by characters from 
some of the most famous written pieces of all 
time. And as such, the event’s theme was “A 
Journey Through Time.” 

All the professors from the English 
Department as well as many students dressed 
up from prominent characters of famous 
stories such as Beowulf, Alice in Wonderland, 
Chuckles the Clown, The Ghost of the Lady 
in Black and Charley Chaplin. And that was 
just the beginning.

Dr. Piers Smith inaugurated the event 

and thanked the sponsor (AlYasra) as well 
as all the faculty and GUST departments 
that helped make this event a success. Ms. 
Nicolas Woodgate, a representative from the 
British Embassy in Kuwait expressed her 
enthusiasm about the event and noted the 
important relationship between Kuwait and 
the UK and said on behalf of the Ambassador 
Mr. Frank Baker: “It is a pleasure for me to 
support GUST’s first English day.  I also hope 
that it becomes a tradition, celebrating a great 
language and history.  I would encourage 
you to make the most of this wonderful 
opportunity and more importantly enjoy it.”

 Dr. Robert Cook, VP of Academic Affairs, 
said: “English is the key to success at GUST. 
Every day we help our students learn how to 
express themselves in the language to allow 

them to move forward and succeed. GUST 
appreciates this initiative by the English 
Department and hopes that this tradition will 
keep going every year.”  

GUST halls were decorated with booths 
and flowed with buzz and activities involving 
knowledge of the English language and the 
stories it has made known with help from 
different student clubs, including scavenger 
hunts with the Ruwwad Club “Fill It Up” 
game and the English Club’s Alice in 
Wonderland Tea Party Never Ending Story 
Game, a Twitter Triathlong, among others for 
the students to participate in and learn from.

The piano was set out in the hall where 
anyone was allowed to play (and sing!) pieces 
they know, which put a smile on everyone’s 

faces. The day’s activities did not end there. 
Students of all majors participated in a full 
schedule of poetry, short story and drama 
skits, a reading from “Near Open Water,” 
screenings of the movies Plagiarism, The 
King’s Speech and Alice in Wonderland. 

The concluding event of the day was a 
riveting debate between GUST’s Debate team 
and teams from Kuwait University (KU), 
Australian College of Kuwait (ACK) and the 
American University of Kuwait (AUK).

The day was enjoyed by everyone on 
campus from students to professors as it was 
a nice take and theme on a subject that can 
be mistake as non-entertaining. But, GUST 
English Department succeeded in proving 
that wrong with their successful event.

You were wrong!

Opening ceremony of English Day The Ghost of the Lady in Black 
at work and Hilmi is fighting back

A Journey Through Time characters

Dr. Paul Sundberg as Beowulf threatening the 
camera

Hawraa and Noor as Alice and the Madhatter

Students posing with Chuckles the ClownAhmed manning the Alice in Wonderland boothMs. Nicolas Woodgate from the British Embassy

Dr. Piers Smith inaugurating the event

“A Journey Through Time” characters

Dr. David Miller and Dr. John Hayes performing 
a duet

Zahra’s musical debut with Dr. 
Dennis from GES 
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GUST celebrated its Math & Photography 
Spring Week. The main purpose of this event 
was to highlight the importance of math in 
photography. The GUST halls were decked 
with numbers, photographs and cameras. Not 
many realize that math techniques are used to 
calculate the shutter speed, aperture openings 
or even the F-stops.  For example, the faster 
the shutter speed the smaller the aperture 
number.  Hence we need math to understand 
these laws of photography. That is why this 
event is so important. 

“I believe it’s very innovative to integrate 
a science like math with photography. The 
students have done some great pieces. 
I especially like the collages they have 
made from their Algebra projects,” said Dr. 
Robert Cook, who inaugurated the event 
with Ammar Al-Jeraiwi  and Bahaadeen Al-
Qazwini - who are part of the photography 
content judging panel; and Hani Al- Asousie 
who graciously provided all the vintage 
cameras for display.

“Ultimately, students learn by doing. And 
when you can link Math with something visual 
like photography, they are bound to remember 
it. I congratulate all the organizers on a job 

well done,” he stressed, impressed with the 
flow of students around the photographs and 
the buzz they were creating around campus. 

The themes of the competition and 
activities were “Capture Numbers” and 
“Wonders of GUST.” The rationale, as 
explained by Mrs. Margaret Combs, the 
Foundation program Director, is to “motivate 
GUST students to challenge each other with 
their knowledge in Photography and Math to 
ultimately enhance their talents and emphasize 
the importance of math in everyday life.” 

The whole week enjoyed many small 
activities with prizes that students can 
participate in during their breaks from class; 
the small exhibition of Vintage Cameras 
was set up so that students with a passion 
for photography can understand the history 
behind this talent. 

The event was organized by student 
volunteers from the GUST Photography 
Club, GUST Infinity Society, Ruwwad 
Business Club - led by Bedour Al-Bloushi, 
Photography Club Chair, Samar Al Kanderi, 
Photography Club Secretary and Mrs. Shiny 
Moncy faculty member of GUST. 

The prettiest numbers you’ve ever seen

The Math & Photography Springweek

And the awards go to...

Photo by: Samar Al-Kandari

Photo by: Ibrahim Al-Mutawa

Photo by: Bedour Al-Bloushi

Photo by: Fatma Al-Qenai Photo by: Amna Al-Qallaf

If you would like to join the Photography Club or have any questions, please e-mail them at: PhotographyClub@gust.edu.kw.



WE GOT IT!
UMSL Summer Scholarship Recepients

It was recently announced that 7 students were awarded summer scholarships 
to study over the summer at the University of Missouri – St. Louis (UMSL), and 
will be traveling in June for the opportunity to explore a differ-
ent educational experience and immerse in a culture different 
than their own.  The students are: Sophia Melaab, Marketing 
major with 3.99 GPA, Azbi Abdulaziz Al-Mseelekh, Manage-
ment and Organizational Behavior major with 3.84 GPA, Yas-
meen Aboulezz English Education major with 3.77 GPA, Joanne 
Al-Abduljalil, Mass Communication major with 3.82 GPA, Lara 
Tarakji Mass Communication major with 3.40 GPA, Abdulrah-
man Al-Ghannam, Business Administration major with 3.53 GPA and Saalem 
Sam Kashlan, Finance major with 3.63 GPA. The summer program at UMSL 
provides maximum flexibility to including choice on length of course and sub-
jects. GUST wishes its students the best of luck in their summer studies and 
hopes that they find the experience beneficial and to take advantage of this op-
portunity that they have worked hard for. 

The First Ever Social Media Forum

GUST hosted Kuwait’s 1st Social 
Networking Forum which introduced 
many people to the best ways to utilize 
social media networking to further 
develop their projects and themselves.

Omar Al-Othman, a presenter of 
the segment What’s On on Al-Watan 
TV’s show “Taw El-Lail” hosted the 
seminar and introduced all speakers 
and what the forum will be about. 
Al-Othman introduced Meshari Al-
Mutawa, the GM of Harir, who to 
explained the importance behind the 
technological revolution of social 
networking “communication has 
changed, it will never be as it was 
before,” which is why this forum is 
so important. The seminar took place 

over a period of 3 days where the 
biggest TV and media personalities  
including Hind Al-Nahedh, Head of 
PR at VIVA, and Taw El Lail host 
Abdulwahab Al-Essa, Dr. Abdullah 
Al-Mutawa and others, discussed the 
present burst of social networking and 
what its future looks like, their personal 
experiences with the successes of 
social networking for companies and 
individuals, the legal controls over 
social networking, product marketing 
and launching via social networks, 
how to increase your viewers on 
Youtube, personal marketing and 
the secrets and tricks to exceptional 
Twitter activity.  The consumers who 
joined the forum, which was compted 
of its oringial fees, learned a lot. 

Campus talents through numbers! Brought to you by the Photography Club 

UMSL summer scholarship students
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Presenters group photo on the GUST stage

Photo by: AlJazi Al-Senafi

Photo by: Hawraa Al-Jraidan

Photo by: Amna Al-Qallaf

Photo by: Samar Al-Kandari

Photo by: Bedour Al-Bloushi

Photo by: Nour Al-Qassar

Photo by: Ibrahim Al-Mutawa

Photo by: Nashmiya Naqi Photo by: Shaikha Al-Yaqout



May 2011 Events Calendar

* Notice: Events above were last updated on 25/4/2011, for more updates visit the PR Department or Office of Student Life

@gust_times 

GUST Times page
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The Music Club’s 
TOP 10 Songs of the moment

1 2

If you would like to join the Music Club or have any questions, please e-mail them at: music@gust.edu.kw.

6 9

3 4

1087

5

NOTE: This note is to apologize to student Abdullah Al-Mesad for not adding his well-deserved byline on article:  Social Networking in a business sense in the GUST Times 
March 2011 Social Networking Issue. 

al-magroud Coming  Soon...

EBRAHIM A. AL-MIJADI



Ruwwad Business Club flies to Istanbul
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Yasmeen Aboulezz

Over Spring Break, Ruwwad 
Business Club organized a unique trip 
to the financial power house - Turkey; 
Istanbul. It was a 5-day business trip 
that included many interesting visits 
and informative and enlightening 
conferences. The purpose of the trip 
was to expand the knowledge of the 
participants about the business world 
in Turkey and further to educate those 
unaware of the financial ties between 
Turkey and Kuwait. The secondary 

purpose? Entertainment. 

Thanks to organized efforts of 
Mohammad Ebrahim (President) 
and  Abdurahman Estanbli (Vice 
President), Faisal Al-Roumi, Dhari 
Al-Meshari and Sara Buabbas the 
trip was a success. Throughout the 
trip, the 30 students, parents and staff 
were taken on a business and touristic 
tour of Turkey’s financial hub and 
center, Istanbul. Stops along the way 
included visits to the Istanbul Stock 
Exchange (İMKB), Ziraat Bank, 

Istanbul Chamber of Commerce, 
AK Party branch, and MUSIAD 
(Businessman’s Association).  

As for touristics stops, the group 
went to Topkapi Palace, Sultanahmet 
Mosque (aka the Blue Mosque), 
Panorama Istanbul, Hagia Sophia,  
Kapalıçarşı (The Grand Bazaar), 
Miniaturk Park and the famous 
Bosphorous boat trip.

The 30 students, participated 
in training courses about the use 

of certain marketing and financial 
strategies and were given insight into 
the business methods currently used 
in Turkey. Upon the completion of 
the trainings and the attendance of all 
conferences and visits, students were 
granted a certificate of recognition 
and participation of the 1-week 
program.

For more information on how 
to join Ruwwad, please email them 
at ruwwad@gust.edu.kw or follow 
them on Twitter @RuwwadBC.

Students at the Blue Mosque

Insider look at İMKB Boys outside the İMKB

Students with the CEO of the Ziraat Bank

At AK Party Headquarters - IstanbulAnoud Al-Hashemi, Talal Al-Shatti, 
Wajeeh Al-Hamed, Mohammed Ebrahim 

Students on the balcony of the Istanbul Chamber of Commerce Students at Sapphire 360° - the tallest building in Istanbul

Students at their training Istanbul Şehir Üniversitesi


