
The definition of 
prosperity on 50/20/5       
page 3

People’s stories on 
why they love Q8                        
page 4

 Issue 10                                                                      Gulf  University for Science & Technology February 2011

THE NATIONAL ISSUE

Photo by: Bedour Al-Bloushi

Do you know what          
our logo means?                    
page 2

TIMESGUST



Do you know what the GUST logo means?

 PAGE 2                             NEW LOOK, NEW PERSPECTIVE 

Noor Yacoub

I slowly walked into the office of  
Dr. Abdulrahman Saleh Al-Muhailan, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, with 
a different idea of how the conversation 
was going to develop in my head. I 
expected to be in and out in minutes. 
Instead, I learned something about the 
university that now fills me with pride I 
didn’t even know I had.  

During our conversation, he turned 
and asked, “do you know what that 
stands for?” pointing at the GUST logo 
on my notepad. “Something that has to 
do with a boat?” I answered meekly, 
unsure of the answer. He confirmed that 
it was represntative of a Kuwaiti dhow. 
The dhow is an inspiration. 

It’s how Kuwait’s history started. 
Before the discovery of oil, Kuwaitis 
worked wonders with ship building 
and were successful in sea voyages for 
trading, fishing and pearl diving. That’s 
how they earned their living, that’s how 
they earned their reputation. At one 
point, Kuwait had a fleet of over 800 

dhows and was considered the most 
impressive in the region. 

The only way they were able to 
achieve this status was their knowledge 
and dedication. The dhow is an iconic 
symbol for the challenges, victories and 
losses Kuwait endured during that time.  

I was intrigued so I eagerly asked 
Dr. Al-Muhailan why this symbol 
was chosen for GUST: “Because it 
represents the past, present and future.” 
All the ideals are instilled in the 
university and the fact remains that there 
is no substitute for a good education, 
for it creates a healthy, prosperous 
nation. Dr. Al-Muhailan then spoke 
to me about the colors depicted in the 
logo. Naturally, the most obvious color 

was blue. It represents our history - the 
sea. The white represents flexibility. 
And last but not least, the green which 
represents growth and  development.

These are not merely colors and 
symbols; they are a representation of 
the university, the values it holds  and 
what guides it while making important 
decisions. 

 

“It represents 
the past, 

present and 
future.” 

Dear GUST Students,
Surprise! This issue is the first step towards a new GUST Times (GT); new 

look , new approach. The reason behind this change is to first and foremost 
cater more to what you, as students, would like to see in your paper. We 
are opening the line of communication as of this moment; opening the GT 
to comments, suggestions and even contributions. We will be establishing a 
theme for each issue with its aspects reflected in the content of the newspaper. 
This month, is the very-fitting national theme. 

It is usually around this time, when a sense of nationalism surrounds 
us, with flags being raised every which way you go and lights decorate every 
house, ever y tree and every building. It begs different thoughts and feelings 
within each one of us. 

“You are the future of your country.” What does this statement mean to 
you? It is a heavy statement. It means having pride in the country you are 
from, in the work that you do and the manner in which you carry yourself. 
It means faith, faith in God, in yourself, your family and your achievements. 
It means courage because we remember how others fought for us to have the 
life that we enjoy now. It means unity, all of us standing together believing 
in the same country, same ideals, same future – celebrating the same cause. 
And, it means responsibility because we can only help our country progress if 
we, ourselves, progress. You are the future of your country. Own it , because it 
applies to all aspects of your life , not just your country - but your home, your 
friendships and your university.

Enjoy the issue! 

GUST Times Editorial Staff

Joanne Al Abdul Jalil                          

In the GT’s effort to make the 
newspaper cater more to its students, 
Al-Watan Daily (WD) organized a 
2-week workshop for GT staff inclusive 
of its student writers and photographers 
to refresh the journal in content, design 
and vivacity. 

Dina Al-Mallak, General Manager 
of WD organized meetings with some 
of the Daily’s staff: Ali Marafie, Editor 
of Life section, Hala Al-Gharabally, 
Online Editor and Amna Al-Roumi, 
member of the WD Youth Team to 
discuss how a newspaper works, design 
and layout guidelines and to give student 
reporters Joanne Al-Abduljalil, Hawraa 

Khalfan and Yasmeen Aboulezz  tips 
on how stories should be covered and 
what of stories interest students. New 
creative ideas were discussed with 
student photographers Reem Tarakji 
and Ibrahim Al-Mutawa and one-on-
one design time was given to designer 
Olive Sam to create the new design of 
the upcoming journal. The workshop 
involved a lot of brainstorming, 
discussions, sharing of ideas in order to 
come up with photo database, relatable 
content, and an aesthetically pleasing 
design. WD was insightful and friendly 
in providing necessary information and 
knowledge.The GUST Times thanks 
Al-Watan Daily for their effort, time, 
care and enthusiasm to be part of this 
change.

Al-Watan Daily collaborates to 
revamp GUST Times 
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The definition of prosperity on 50/20/5

 A PIECE OF HISTORY                                PAGE 3

Kuwait was overflowing with 
festivities for the 50/20/5 celebrations. 
It is the 5th anniversary of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and it is necessary to 
acknowledge his achievements as well 
as how Kuwait has grown since its 
independence in 1961. His Highness 
has assumed  office on January 29, 2006 
after being sworn in a special session of 
the National Assembly. 

In his first words during this session,  
he promised to  take responsibility of 
the country. He had several milestones 
in his career as Amir starting with the 
March 2006 Arab Summit, held in 
Khartoum, where he was praised for 
being able to draw the line between 
freedom of opinion and expression and 
the provocation of beliefs. 

The year 2007 summed up his vision 
for Kuwait in the present and the future 
when he chaired The OPEC Summit 
and announced Kuwait’s contributions 
to support the program of financing 

scientific research related to energy, 
environment and climate change. This 
reflected the long term goals for the 
growth of the Kuwait economy. 

Judging by the long list of summits, 
conferences and meetings the Amiri 
Diwan has, H.H. is duly active on behalf 
of the country to aid several countries 
in need. Kuwait never ceases to amaze 
the world with its generosity with time 
and support to people in need. 

This is does not include the list of 
activities and accomplishments noted by 
the Amiri Diwan that shows the Amir’s 
constant support of his people and his 
patience with any obstacles that come 
in the way, in any aspect be it political, 
health, business or even social. H.H. the  
Amir’s decision to mark the 50/20/5 
celebrations with an Amiri grant to 
all Kuwaiti citzens further reflects his 
keeness to help enrich the lives of all 
citizens.

Source: Amiri Diwan

The Rulers of Kuwait
1718-1762 The Late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Awal 
1762-1813 The Late Amir Sheikh Abdullah Bin Sabah
1813-1859 The Late Amir Sheikh Jaber Bin Abdullah
1859-1866 The Late Amir Sheikh Sabah Bin Jaber
1866-1892 The Late Amir Sheikh Abdullah Bin Sabah
1892-1896 The Late Amir Sheikh Mohammad Bin Sabah
1896-1915 The Late Amir Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah 
1915-1917 The Late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah 
1917-1921 The Late Amir Sheikh Salem Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah
1921-1950 The Late Amir Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
1950-1965 The Late Amir Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah
1965-1977 The Late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah
1977-2006 The Late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah  
15 Jan.-29 Jan. 2006 The Late Amir Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah
2006 –Present The Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

The Transformation of the Kuwaiti Flag

1762 - 1871 The Solaimee - the earliest known flag was said to  have 
been flown by Sheikh Abdullah Bin Sabah, who adopted the flag as a 
way of identifying ships in the large Kuwaiti fleets.

1871 - 1914  At the height of Ottoman Empire’s power, all its ter-
ritories were required to fly the Ottoman flag even though Kuwait was 
never under Ottoman rule, its ships sailed under the its flag during this 
period.

1914 - 1961 Under the reign of Sheikh Mubarak while Kuwait was 
considered a British protectorate, it adopted a new national flag. This 
flag took several forms depending on the rank of ship owner.

1961 – present Upon independence, the government decided to re-
place the old flag with a new design. The colors were derived from 
a poem by Safi Al-Deen Al-Hali: White for our work. Black for our 
struggles. Green for our spring homes. Red for our past.

It’s not too late, to learn some important dates
Kuwait becomes 
independent with 

the end of the 
British protector-

ate; the sheikh 
becomes an amir. 
The country joins 
the Arab League.

1961

Kuwait becomes 
the 111th member 

of the United 
Nations

1963

Oil becomes 
nationalized

1975

Iraqi invasion on 
August 2nd 

1990

The return of the 
constitution and 
democratic life

1992

Parliament ap-
proves law 

allowing women 
to vote and run 
for parliament 

2005

Three women 
MPs - Kuwait’s 
first - win seats 
in parliamentary 

elections
2009

1962
Kuwait enters the 

political scene 
with the issuance 
of the constitution

1966
Kuwait University 

was founded

1982
Kuwait qualifies 

for the World Cup

1991
Kuwait is 

liberated on 
February 26th

2002 
The first private 
university was 

founded - GUST

2006
H.H. Sheikh 

Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber 

Al-Sabah was 
sworn in as Amir

2011
Kuwait 

celebrates 
50/20/5
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Interviewed by 
Hawraa 
Khalfan

Dalal Boland, 
Kuwaiti student at our university,  
happily stated that she is grateful for 
the justice system running in Kuwait, 
for the democratic nation that we’re 
living in and the peaceful feeling that 
Kuwait offers. “I’m also grateful for 

the opportunities that Kuwait has 
for its youth where it’s constantly 
encouraging them to come up with their 
own authentic ideas.” She stressed that 
she will be forever thankful to God for 
Kuwait being her country with prayers 
to keep this beautiful country away 
from harm. Dalal loves being here 
because it is her home, the land where 
she took her first breath and where she 
grew up to be who she is today. The 
environment it gives is so warm that 
she feels the sun, should be renamed: 
Kuwait. She found it difficult to express 

what she thinks of Kuwait, “it is hard 
to choose the right words of gratitude.” 
To her, if the Gulf is considered to 
be a human body, then Kuwait is its 
beating heart. She communicated that 
the celebrations in the National and 
Liberation days are marvelous. The 
country is always beautifully decorated 
and the happiness and national spirit is 
on everybody’s faces. But, sometimes 
the celebrations tend to get out of hand 
so Dalal hopes that people take care of 
themselves. May this country and its 
people always be protected by God. 

Interviewed 
by Yasmeen 
Aboulezz

Nada Fayed, 
Egyptian born 
and raised in 

Kuwait, feels like this is where her life 
is and the people here are her family. 
Kuwait, for Nada, is a place where she 
finds comfort and happiness amongst 
family and friends. Most of her time 

is spent with friends, whether cruising 
around Kuwait or catching a movie. 
Nada’s love for Kuwait stems from the 
fact that she was born and raised here. 
Her entire life has been based here 
along with her lasting memories. Also, 
life is easy in Kuwait. Since there is a 
high standard of living, life is comfort-
able, “Everything is done for us since 
we are children. Our parents make ev-
erything available to us.”

In terms of the National Day cel-
ebrations here in Kuwait, Nada is not 
such a big fan. She finds that some peo-

ple take it too far and prefers to avoid 
crowded places in order to steer clear of 
those who over do it. When it comes to 
comparing it to Egyptian National Day 
celebrations, she responded saying that 
she has never attended and Egyptian 
National Day celebration.Although 
Nada likes to have fun hanging out, she 
still focuses on her school work and 
does extraordinarily well. As an honor 
student, with one of the highest GPA’s 
in GUST, she is a senior graduating at 
the end of this semester with a degree 
in Accounting.

Nada Fayed

Interviewed by 
Noor Yacoub

Danielle is a 
20 year old PR and Advertising stu-
dent at GUST, originally from Rocka-
way, New Jersey. She moved to Kuwait 
8 years ago with her family and says 
the thing she loves most about Kuwait 
is the stress-free lifestyle, “it’s a very 
relaxed place,” she mentions, “low gas 
prices and no taxes are definitely things 
to love as well!”  To her, what makes 
living here so easy is the unlimited pos-
sibilities people have to make some-
thing of themselves. When asked about 
the February festivities she stresses 
how great it is to see so much enthusi-
asm and patriotism and decorations that 
brighten up the country. “I’m not a fan 
of the foam and extra traffic though.”  
When comparing Kuwait National Day 
to the U.S. 4th of July, Danielle says 
they’re celebrating the same thing, so 
there isn’t much difference.  In the U.S., 
there are more carnivals and barbecues 
and great firework shows that everyone 
gets together to watch.”

Danielle 
Huss

Dalal     
Boland

Interviewed by 
Leyan Al-Othman

Dr. John Philip 
Hayes has been 
in Kuwait for six 
months and is already loving it and its 
people. “There are different nationali-
ties and so much to learn, enjoy and ap-
preciate.” One thing Dr. Hayes and his 
wife enjoyed was spending an evening 
in a Kuwaiti family home, sharing their 
traditions - it reminded him of his own 
family. Dr. Hayes enjoys spending time 
at the Holiday Inn where his wife plays 
the piano. He enjoys the environment, 
people, coffee and opportunity to lis-
ten to good music while preparing for 
classes. Dr. Hayes believes that Nation-
al Day is as meaningful here as in the 
U.S and is looking forward to his first 
experience of the Kuwait festivities. He 
feels that everyone is entitled to cele-
brate in their own way, whether by at-
tending public ceremonies or enjoying 
time at home with family and friends. 
“It’s a good time to reflect on the past 
and be grateful for all the opportunities 
that Kuwait and life afford to us today.”

Dr. John 
Hayes

Dina Shamlawi (GUST Debate Club)

We all share a sense of pride when 
it comes to our country and take any 
opportunity to show our love and dedication 
towards it. Diverse people have distinctive 
ways of articulating such emotions, which 

brings on a debate that we can apply to 
Kuwait. With every National and Liberation 
days, we are left with a question that has 
two opposing opinions: is there a right and 
a wrong way to celebrate? 

Some decide to celebrate by going out 
on the streets, spraying cars with foam, 
honking horns and dancing as they hold up 
traffic. One could argue that they are young 
people having a good time, but, do they 
know what they are celebrating? Although 
dancing and spraying foam for two days 
sounds like fun, it seems that we’ve lost the 
point of the celebration itself. Some argue 
that they are expressing their happiness, 
but, when I see a little boy standing on the 
street waiting to spray foam on a passing 
car, I wonder if he knows what happened on 

these days or if he could explain why they 
are important. 

Sadly, I don’t know how that 
conversation would develop or how many 
children have the answers. I do believe, 
however, that they all should and it is our 
job to explain it. Some claim that no one 
has the right to judge how people choose to 
demonstrate their love for their country. It 
could be dancing, singing and letting your 
kids enjoy the freedom that the forefathers 
fought to give them. It’s nice to see cheerful 
and animated people on the streets with flags 
in their hands and painted faces showing 
their love and enthusiasm for their country. 
Maybe a more fulfilling way to celebrate 
is the many family events, concerts and 
outdoor activities ongoing throughout 

February. Unfortunately, with the hold up 
of traffic, many families are discouraged to 
go out, while others are willing to take the 
risk. It is important to understand why we 
do things; if we are unable to explain why, 
there is essentially no point to it. So, if we 
are out on the streets having a good time, 
the least we can do is be able to explain 
why. We must recognize that a free and safe 
country is a gift that many are without.  

In conclusion, each person has their own 
way of celebrating, but we should all reflect 
on why it’s important. Let’s celebrate with a 
full sense of understanding and inspiration 
this year! As Hamilton Fish said: “If our 
country is worth dying for in time of war, 
let us resolve that it is truly worth living for 
in time of peace.” 

Is there a right and wrong way to celebrate National & Liberation Days? 
*The opinions expressed represent those of the interviewees and not of the GUST Times
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“I went to Failaka, 
we had a lot of fun 
and went fishing.”

Ali Al-Boloushi
Accounting

“I went to Lebanon with 
my friend Hessa.”

Basma Al-Humaidhi 
Mass Communication

“I spent some time 
at the chalet with 
my cousins and then 
headed to London for 
a few days.”

Meshal Al-Dabbous 
International 
Business

“We decided to stay 
out of trouble and 
go to the chalet.”

Jehad Al-Dabbous  
Finance

“I traveled to Spain; 
spent my vacation there 
with my friends and had 
fun.”

Abdulla Ashkanani 
Accounting

“I spent it out of the 
country and went 
to  omra with my 
family.”

Khalid Al-Foudary
PR

“I traveled with 
friends; we had a 
great time!”

Yousef Al-Fadalah 
Marketing

“I went to Cyprus 
for the first time 
with my friends. It 
was amazing”

Abdulla Al-Saeed 
Finance

“I celebrated the 
holiday with my 
family and friends, 
we gave the occa-
sion  the impor-
tance it deserves.”

Asrar Al-Ansari 
PR/Advertising

“We celebrated at 
my friend’s chalet, 
had a small BBQ 
and watched the 
maseera.”

Sarah Al-Ateeqi 
Finance

“I went out! Opposite 
to what Mina said. And 
I had a great time.”

Nada Fayed
Accounting

“I went to the chalet with 
my family and somehow 
managed to break a car!”

Bedour Al-Ruwaished 
MIS

How did you spend your National & Liberation Day holiday? 

GUST Times Poll Results
Are you for or against the 

National & Liberation Day Maseeras?

Watani Habibi featured on Youtube
Kuwaiti student living in Japan re-makes the hit Kuwaiti song with 
his Japanese friends in honor of  the 50/20/5 celebrations! 

Check out the video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6kgzznIljDc
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Check out the latest polls every month on the GUST website

For maseera 
39%

Against
 maseera 

43%

Indifferent
8%
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UMSL reviews GUST Mass Communication program

Noor Yacoub

GUST accommodated nine members from affiliate university - University of 
Missouri - St. Louis (UMSL) for a program review of GUST’s Business, Mass 
Communication and English programs. After introductory meetings with GUST 
Management, the UMSL  representatives spent two days meeting department 
heads, faculty and students to review major sheets, curriculum and syllabi for 
all courses. They later submitted a report with findings and recommendations 
to a GUST committee for implemenation to ensure continuous improvement of 
programs. 

No arms, No legs, No worries
Leyan Al-Othman

Mixed emotions filled the room 
as Nick Vujicic was carried onto the 
GUST stage. Born with no arms and no 
legs, without any medical explanation,  
Vujicic was welcome by the audience 
to share his story. 

Nick Vujicic, 28, born in Brisbane, 
Australia, had struggled with 
depression and loneliness throughout 
his childhood. He was bullied and 
teased about his disability to the point 
where at the age of 10 he attempted 
to commit suicide. But Nick decided 
not to give up; he learned to accept his 
disability and believed that God has 
created him for a purpose.

At the age of 21, Nick graduated 
with a double major in accounting 
and financial planning and is now 
the President of his own non-profit 
organization; Life without Limbs and 
has his own motivational speaking 
company; Attitude is Altitude. Nick’s 

motivational talks allowed people 
to discover that a positive approach 
points the way to a meaningful life. His 
true faith in God shines through him 
so brightly that people are captivated 
by his presence. Nick concentrated on 
four principles : 

Principle A: You don’t know what 
you can achieve until you try. Nick 
achieved things simply because he 
‘tried.’

Principle B: Face your fears. Nick 
said, “Courage is facing your fears 
even when you are still afraid.”

Principle  C: Obstacles=Opportunity 
“Every failure is a step closer towards 
success,” he reassured the audience. 

Principle D: Be thankful. Be thankful 
for your health, your family and friends 
an everything you have because the list 
of things you supposedly “don’t have” 
will be endless.

The typical hustle and bustle Students enjoying the weather A little light reading...

Students on their break from classesMrs. Anwar’s dressed for the occasion

Ali multi-tasking: homework and hanging out with friends

Final touches on projects

GUST Mass Communication students with Dr. Maurice and UMSL program reviewers

Nick proving that even things that might seem impossible become possible if you try

Around campus...
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GUST Debate Club send KU packing

Laila Marafie

GUST Debate Club won its very 
first debate in a competition against 
KU. Students from both universities at-
tended the event to cheer for their re-
spective teams as the debaters argued 
for and against two controversial sub-
jects: globalization and censorship in 
the media. Both teams presented clear 

and well-structured arguments for their 
sides. The jury consisted of faculty from 
KU, GUST and AUK. After each team 
presented their opening statements, they 
were each given time for rebuttals. The 
GUST debate team’s opening and clos-
ing statements won the applause of the 
audience and the approval of the jury as 
they officially became the first team to 
win the first ever debate.

M2S2

GUST Infinity Society held its 2nd 
Annual “Math Challenge Time” which 
highlighted GUST’s commitment 
to develop independent thinkers by 
building self-confidence in current 
and future math students. Mrs. Moncy 
“Quiz Master” presented challenging 
mathematical problems to students.  
In pairs, the students competed in 
mathematical concepts covered in 
the curriculum and were judged on 
speed and accuracy. The audience had 
students supporting their classmates 
as well as professors cheering their 
students. Winners in Beginning 
Algebra were: Reem Al-Fadhala, Janan 
Buiruky, Dalal Khuraibet and Zainab 
Ghamlouche. In Intermediate Algebra: 
Mohammed Al-Khamees, Mohammed 
Al-Saleh, Mohammed Al-Meerza 
and Sulaiman Al-Mutawa. Finally, in 
College Algebra: Ali Arzouni and Ali 
Abadi.

It’s Math Challenge Time!

March 2011 Events Calendar

GUST Debate Club posing with their advisors and their trophy

* Notice: Events above were last updated on 22/2/2011, for more updates visit the PR Department

@gust_times 

GUST Times page
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 PAGE 8                            NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS

Happy National & Liberation Day Kuwait!

Photo by Khaled Al-Ibrahim Photo by Ahmed Jero

Photo by Ibrahim Al-Mutawa

Issue 10               GUST TIMES - THE NATIONAL ISSUE                              February 2011  



   كل فبراير  وأنِت بخير ... يا كويت

تصوير ابراهيم املطوع

تصوير فرح حيدرتصوير صالح حمادة

تصوير ابراهيم املطوع

صفحة 8                                                                                  مظاهر احتفالية 
فبراير GUST TIMES                  2011 - عدد خاص في األعياد الوطنية                      العدد 10


