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GUST organizes Science Expo
GUST organized a 2-day Science 

Expo where students at all levels and 
disciplines participated and worked 
on different models to explain vari-
ous scientific phenomena in biology, 
environmental science and nature, 
physics, chemistry and mathematics. 

As noted by Mrs. Margaret Combs, 
the Director of the Foundation Pro-
gram at GUST, Educational events 
are an essential tool that helps in the 
overall development of the students’ 
ability to steer through the rest of 
his/her college life.  The concept of 
Mathematics was portrayed through 
hand-made posters by students of the 
Math Foundation Unit portraying the 
theme - Math Study Skills.

 
Dr. Fawaz Azizieh, Professor of 

Biological Sciences and Environment 
at GUST noted: Part of GUST’s objec-
tives is to enrich the cultural, intel-
lectual and technological aspects of 
an individual’s experience, not only 
within our student body and staff, 
but even our society as a whole. And 
it is from this ideal that the idea of 
the Science Expo was initiated and 
was used as a tool for educating the 
students as well as educating the 
public about various issues through 
the models they created. For exam-
ple, when it comes to environmen-
tal concerns, many students created 
varied models to stimulate interest 
in and commitment to preserve the 
wildlife and marine systems and the 
environment as well as touched on 
the issues of overpopulation, pollu-
tion, information on chemicals harm-
ful to our health and the importance 
of recycling. As for the area of human 
science, models describe the work of 
some vital human organs such as our 
muscles, respiratory system, skin, and 
the structural degrees of burns.

The Science Expo included other 
activities such as a Photography Com-
petition on the photo which best 
captures a scientific phenomenon.  
The photography club headed by Ms. 
Taiba Jassim Al Najjar and Ms. Afrah 

Waleed Theyab deserves commenda-
tion for their efforts in combining 
education through fun. The Scientific 
Centre conducted live animal shows 
including some animals from the local 
environment and demonstrated how 
to care for and maintain the proper 
environment for the protection of 
these animals.

The Expo also welcomed Dr. 
Mahmoud Abdel Rahim, Director of 
the Kuwait Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Science )KFAS( for a lec-
ture which was attended by a number 
of students and faculty. The lecture 
was to stress on the importance of sci-
ence in our daily lives.

GUST thanks wholehearted all 
those who have supported this event, 
including: Gulf Bank who provided 
the financial support for the event, 
Turkish Airlines who provided won-
derful prizes for the Expo winners 
including tickets to Istanbul as prizes 
and the Kuwait Scientific Center, who 
provided free tickets as prizes to all 
participants. It is with this kind of 
support that allows local institutions 
to play an active role together to de-
velop and serve the community.
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Ruwwad Business Club, 
organized a 4-day trip to 
Dubai for 22 students and 
their families, accompa-
nied by Dr. Sulaiman Al-
Abduljader, Assistant Prof. 
of Economics & Finance, 
as the trip supervisor. This 
trip’s purpose was to edu-
cate the group about the 
nature of business in Dubai.

The group visited the 
Dubai Mercantile Exchange 
for an informative lecture 
about the nature of busi-

ness and exchange there. 
They we were also given a 
tour of the premises where 
they were given a walk-
through of what a stand-
ard working day at the 
Mercantile Exchange was 
like. 

After the tour, they 
went to Burj Khalifa; an ex-
perience the entire group 
hasn’t tried! They also ex-
perienced the thrill of the 
UAE desert, which differs 
greatly from the Kuwaiti 

landscape. During the trip, 
the group got the opportu-
nity to visit Abu Dhabi, and 
got to visit a remarkable 
university: Masdar Insti-
tute, which is truly one of a 
kind. They were presented 
interesting facts and infor-
mation about the building 
itself which is 100% GREEN! 
Being Green is no easy 
task, as the group learned, 
but has essential benefits 
to the environment: build-
ing consumes 45% less 
electricity than any build-
ing in Abu Dhabi, 95%+ of 
sources and items within 
the building are recycled 
and the tour of the Insti-
tute was given using their 
Personal Rapid Transit ve-

hicles, smart vehicles that 
detect their way around 
campus through sensors 
and work on a battery life.

The group also visited 
Dubai’s historical land-
marks including the Dubai 
Museum where they 
learned about the early 
Emirati culture. There was 
also a stop at the Dubai 
Chamber of Commerce 
where they learned that 
diversification is the key to 
Dubai’s success. This trip as-
sisted in fulfilling the club’s 
mission statement: to take 
what students learn in the 
classroom, and see its ap-
plication in the real world, 
in Kuwait and globally.

Ruwwad 
goes to DXB
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GUST releases new smartphone application 
“iGUST”

GUST  proudly announced the re-
lease of its very own smartphone ap-
plication, iGUST, to benefit its students 
and employees. GUST is one of the first 
universities in Kuwait to launch its very 
own full-fledged mobile application. 
The application was developed by a 
GUST Alumnus along with the help 
of GUST Applications team, and it in-
cludes various dynamic features and 
services which cater to today’s technol-
ogy-driven, on-the-go lifestyle.  

The application has several features 
and services. The News section allows 
students, staff, faculty as well as pro-
spective students and parents to check 
the latest news and events happening 

in the university; while the Announce-
ments section will allow users to check 
the upcoming events that are taking 
place.

There is an Academic Calendar ser-
vice which allows users to download 
the calendar and keeps track of impor-
tant upcoming dates. 

The Directory will allow users to 
look up any staff or faculty members 
that they are looking for, contact them 
with a touch of a button through 
email, and add them to their very own 
Favorites list. 

Students and prospective students 

will make use of the Courses service, 
which allows them to look up classes 
and get the description, timings, in-
structor, and semester offered – which 
will prove as a highly useful tool to 
plan their academic semesters. This will 
go hand in hand with the GPA Calcula-
tor tool, which will allow students to 
keep track of their GPA and calculate 
how it will change with their current 
semester’s grades. 

There is also a Final Exam Schedule 
feature where students will log in and 
keep track of when and where their 
exams will be taking place. 

The GUSTalk service will allow us-

ers to listen to the GUST podcasts and 
stay up-to-date with the latest lectures 
and seminars recorded within the uni-
versity.

And for users not yet a part of the 
GUST community, there is a Location 
service which will allow them to pin-
point the university location on the 
map.

This is yet another forward-thinking 
step that GUST has taken to cater to its 
students and future students alike and 
allow them a more direct and active 
connection with the university.

The application “iGUST” is available 

for free download on the App Store, 
and has already been downloaded by 
over 400 users.

Download 

iGUST 

from the 

App Store 

today!



GUST certified employees with Dale Carnegie 
In collaboration with Dale 

Carnegie Training, the GUST 
HR Department and PACE 
provided their administrative 
staff with a week-long train-
ing entitled: “The GUST Way,” 
designed to bring the mo-
rale and commitment level at 
GUST to life through the de-
velopment of key behaviors, 
including: Team Work, Service 
Excellence, Family Spirit, Cre-
ating Value and Shared Com-
mitment.  

PACE explained the impor-
tance of this training by pin-
pointing that the business 

environment is quickly becom-
ing more complex, more vola-
tile and more interconnected 
and the pressure to adapt 
and respond to shifting client 
preferences and needs with 
speed and agility will be key 
to survival and a barometer 
as to how engaged the GUST 
workforce is.  It is necessary 
that the workforce is invested 
in the company’s success and 
is motivated to exceed expec-
tations to ensure that GUST 
achieves its goals.  

The workforce was divided 
into three classes and was 

trained by qualified instruc-
tors from the Dale Carnegie 
program. The content of the 
training included discussions 
and exercises for: attitude for 
service, first impressions, how 
to overcome customer service 
obstacles, the art of disagree-
ing agreeably, listening skills, 
presentation skills, effective 
time management and myths 
of multi-tasking.

The employees benefited a 
lot from this program, where 
they not only increased their 
knowledge base of the values, 
but got to know each other 

better and learned to commu-
nicate with one another and 
believe they were all in the 
same boat.

At the end of the training, 
the employees were invited 
to a closing ceremony, where 
GUST leaders; Ibrahim Emran, 
Assistant Vice President for 
Administrative and Financial 
Affair and Muhammed Al-Na-
siri, HR Director, Mohammad 
Al-Khulaifi, Business Develop-
ment Director noticed the im-
mediate difference in attitude 
of the employees and capital-
ized on the importance of de-

veloping and implementing all 
the values and lessons learned 
in the training for making the 
long-term differences. Finally, 
Dr. Anwar Al-Sabah, Head of 
Dale Carnegie Team - Kuwait, 
was thrilled to notice the ex-
citement in the classrooms 
grow day by day and hoped 
that GUST and Dale Carnegie 
will work together again for 
other training programs in 
the near future. GUST would 
like to thank Dr. Anwar Al-
Sabah and the Dale Carnegie 
team for their time and effort 
in making this training forum 
a success. 
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Dr. Cook: Everyone must play their 
part to make an institution great
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Name: 
Dr. Robert Cook
Position: 
VP for Academic Affairs 
Year at GUST: 5 

It’s been 10 years since GUST’s 
initiation. How does this make you 
feel?

I am now finishing my 5th year so 
I have been here for half of GUST’s 
life.  It is indeed very exciting to be 
at a new university and to follow its 
progress towards becoming one of 
the top institutions in the Middle 
East.  It is even more exhilarating 
to be an integral part of the team 
part of that is overseeing this 
development.higher education. 
How does it feel to have started 
this movement?

What are the major changes 
you’ve noticed in the university?

The single biggest change 
for the university has been its 
paradigm shift from a university 
where teaching was almost the 
only requirement for the faculty 
to one where research productivity 
now is an essential part of the 
responsibilities of all PhD holding 
faculty. When I started GUST was 

still using the Hawally campus 
so the move to this campus has 
created a very different and more 
positive atmosphere. 

What is one of your best 
memories at the university?

My best memory was my 
attendance at the first outdoors 
graduation ceremony.  The 
ceremony was very impressive 
and one had the feeling that the 
institution had really come of age. 

What is the most difficult part of 
your job?

The most difficult responsibility 
of the VPAA is to oversee faculty 
recruiting.  Not because the work 
load is in the office of the VPAA 
)it is mostly with the department 
and the Dean of the College( but 
because for all universities in the 
Gulf finding well-qualified faculty 
is the biggest challenge.  I believe 
GUST has been very successful in 
doing this and I am proud to say 
that %80 of the current faculty 
were hired in the last five years. 

What is GUST looking forward to 
in 2012?

GUST is moving toward 
international accreditation 

of its programs and currently 
three different processes are 
under way: AACSB for all the 
business programs, ABET for 
computer sciences, and CAE for 
the Foundation Program Unit. 
Hopefully these processes will be 
complete between now and 2013.  
Obtaining these accreditations is 
an indication that the programs 
at GUST match the expectations 
of the international accrediting 
boards.

Any last words to the readers on 
this grand occasion?

Everyone must play their part 
to make an institution great.  The 
institution relies on the vision and 
support of the Board of Trustees, 
the quality and productivity of the 
faculty, the scholarship support of 
the Government of Kuwait and the 
Private University Council and very 
importantly on the drive and hard 
work of its students.  I encourage all 
the students to take responsibility 
for their own education in order 
to guarantee their future success, 
make their parents proud and 
finally contribute to the future 
development of the State of 
Kuwait.



Dr. Ali Ansari: The individuals who started the university, dared to 
dream of a great institution and worked to achieve it!
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Name: Dr. Ali Ansari
Position: Dean
College: Arts & Sciences

It’s been 10 years since GUST’s initiation. How 
does this make you feel?

It makes me feel really good to be part of those 
10 years and how far GUST has come from where 
it began.  I love this institution and hope it will go 
really far INSHALLAH.

What are the major changes you’ve noticed in 
the university?

Well clearly there are many changes that have 
taken place at different levels, the first and most 
obvious is our beautiful campus.  It is undoubtedly 
one of the most beautiful campuses around, not 
only Kuwait but this region.  There has of course 
been a growth in our student population from 
less than a 100 to now 3600 strong.  Certainly, this 
growth is matched with a growth in the faculty 
numbers as well.  Also the shift in the paradigm 
of a teaching only institution to teaching and re-
search is now a reality.  This makes us competitive 
on the regional and the world stage.  It helps at-
tract good faculty and gives us the opportunity to 
offer our students a good environment for learn-
ing.

What is one of your best memories at the uni-
versity?

That would have to be the first graduation and 
since I was fortunate enough to be Dean of CAS 
at the time I really loved the occasion.  Gradua-
tions are such amazing times when we see our 
students exhilarated by their achievement, pride 
in the eyes of their parents, it’s such time of hope.

What is the most difficult part of your job?
I would have to say the faculty affairs, recruit-

ing and retention of good faculty.

What is GUST looking forward to in 2012?
Our college is well on the way towards accredi-

tation we hope to make head way in this regard.

Any last words to the readers on this grand oc-
casion?

This university is the vision of a few academics 
)our Board( that has become a reality.  These few 
men dared to dream of a great institution and 
worked to achieve it.   The great thing is that we 
are living now the reality of their dream.  Now it is 

time to move on the path of improvement, never 
stop and look back, perhaps only once or twice 
to humble ourselves and remember what we once 
were.  May ALLAH bless our institution and bring 
a lot of success to our students and faculty.

Dr. Hussain Al-Sharoufi: I do hope to see GUST at the top always

Name:
Dr. Hussain Al Sharoufi
Position: 
Assistant Professor of 
Applied Linguistics 
Department: English 
Years at GUST: 10 

It’s GUST’s 10th anniversary! And you have 
been part of its progress the past 10 years. How 
does this make you feel?

I am proud of being one of the pioneers of this 
already renowned University in Kuwait and in the 
Arabian Gulf, and I do hope to see GUST at the 
top always. 

How has GUST changed and grown over the 
past 10 years?

GUST has become more than a tertiary institu-
tion in Kuwait. It has proven to be an ideal place 
for dreaming.  It is dream that has brought us to 
this distinctive position, and I am very hopeful to 
see more dreams fulfilled in the long march of 
academic distinction. 

What are your achievements over the past 10 
years?

I have succeeded in crystallizing my academic 
career through participating in several conferenc-
es, publishing my work in internationally refereed 
journals, and contributing to  internationals jour-
nals through reviewing academic articles.

What is the most significant change you have 
seen?

GUST has become a landmark of academic 
distinction in the Arabian Gulf region. The new 
campus in Mishref has also added to this laudable 

distinction. I hope from the bottom of my heart to 
see more exceptional GUST achievements. 

Is there a change in the students?
Yes, there is a considerable change in the qual-

ity of students intake. They have been improving 
over the years, and they are proving day after day 
that they are worthy of being GUST students, ac-
tually of being GUSTED. 

What changes would you like to see put in 
place?

I would like to see a new residential building 
for GUST faculty. This idea would fulfil  the dream 
of having one  GUST family at work and at home. 

How does the old campus compare to the new 
campus?

The new campus has created a major differ-
ence in boosting GUST image in the entire region.  
It has also contributed to bringing GUST family of 
faculty, administration and students into one aca-
demic edifice. 

Where do you see GUST in the next 10 years? 
Do you see yourself as a part of that transition as 
well?

GUST is taking very serious steps towards be-
coming an important academic institution re-
gionally and internationally. GUST should keep 

its course of academic advancement to reach this 
paramount objective. I would definitely love to 
see to see GUST growing before my eyes after all 
these years of academic success and prosperity. 

What advice can you give to your students on 
this occasion? 

I want my students to appreciate and hold high 
esteem for their exceptional University, which 
provides them not only with knowledge in their 
respective fields, but also with a wide horizon to 
become true global citizens. 



Interview by Rawan Al-Sharif

Mohammad Ebrahim is a former GUST stu-
dent and the Founder and Manager of an events 
planning company; AlGas Events. He graduated 
in the Summer of 2011, majored in Finance and 
spent 3 years at GUST. 

What is your best memory of GUST?  
My best memory at GUST was the whole ex-

perience; ranging from education, friends and 
student clubs. 

Did you participate in any of the student 
clubs and if so, did it contribute to your business 
in any way?

Yes, I was part of the Ruwwad Business Club. I 
joined the club during my first year of university. 
In my second year, I became Vice President and 
then the President during my senior year. Yes, of 
course the Ruwwad Club was a great experience! 
It helped with my communication skills, event 
organization skills and marketing experience. 
Everything I learned in Ruwwad and in classes 
helped me to establish my business.

What classes helped you with setting up your 
business?

The classes that contributed to my company 
mostly were the marketing and management 
classes.

What are the goals and intuitions of AlGas 
Events? 

It’s an events management company. Basi-
cally we organize events for our clients whether 
they’re a corporation or an individual. Whether 
it’s a conference or ceremony, we handle eve-
rything from A to Z. We provide them with the 
equipment and the marketing strategy; we basi-
cally do it all. Other than that, we hold our own 
events. We have three categories: sports, enter-
tainment and training development. For exam-
ple, we organized the CapsOn Carnival, a 2- day 
event for the Photography Club here at GUST.

Did you start AlGas Events while you were a 
student at GUST, and is it a solo project?

Yes, I started AlGas Events while I was a stu-
dent at GUST. I have a silent partner, but I’m 
managing the whole day-to-day operation by 
myself.

What gave you the idea to start AlGas Events?
It all started with a project called “Yallah 

Shabab,” we were aiming to help people with 
small businesses and it was the first event I 
helped organize. It made me realize that organ-
izing events is something I love to do, so it gave 
me the idea for AlGas Events.

What difficulties do you encounter when 
planning an event?

Usually planning my own event is easier than 
hosting a client’s event; mainly because you are 
fully responsible for meeting the client’s expec-
tation. It’s difficult when the client themselves 
don’t have a clear idea or vision of what they 
want. We try our best to make our clients feel 
like a guest at their own event and do our best 
to meet and exceed their expectations.

Did you ever find it challenging to focus both, 
on your studies and running your business?

I prefer working under stress. I find myself 
giving 110% of effort and performing better 
while under stress. 

Where do you see yourself 5 years from now?
I plan on continuing my education, most like-

ly in Kuwait. Inshallah attain my Phd by then. 
And as a company, I hope to be one of the lead-
ing events management companies in Kuwait 
and maybe branching out into the region. 

GUST Alum Mohammad Ebrahim: My best memory  was 
my entire experience; it helped start AlGas Events

Name:  Mohammad Ebrahim
Major:  Finance
Year of Graduation:  Summer 
2011
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GUST student Layal Sahli was given a task – and she did it whole heartedly, professionally and with 
a lot of promise. Layal is a Junior in the GUST Mass Communications Department. Her instructor, Carl 
Nestor, knew her interest in designing logos and gave her the opportunity to design the new logo for 
the Best of Kuwait, to be held 22 May 2012 at GUST. It is a presentation-style event where GUST MBA 
students showcase the Best companies in Kuwait!  

Layal agreed. And when she was done, everyone was happy with the new logo. GUST is proud of her, 
and always aims to give students the opportunity and tools to express their talents. Best of luck, Layal!

GUST student designs Best 
of Kuwait logo 

Coco York 
& Mike Del Ferro

GUST Department of Humanities and Social 
Sciences in cooperation with the U.S. Embassy 
and American Voices Abroad welcomed a per-
formance by Jazz artists Coco York, Jazz Vo-
calist and Mike Del Ferro, Jazz Pianist in their 
auditorium for a lively presentation of pure 
jazz.

York wowed the crowd with her soulful 
performance and witty humor. Everyone was 
entertained with Del Ferro’s experience on 
the piano and how his sound blended beauti-
fully with York’s strong vocal talent.

In attendance was Dr. Abdulrahman Al-
Muhailan, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
who thoroughly enjoyed the performance 
and enjoyed the students’ interaction and 
participation with York on her scat renditions. 

GUST was the first stop in the duo’s tour 
and the university hopes to welcome them 
back again in the future. 
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Businesses you might recognize…
GUST is crawling with talent. It’s 

as simple as that. And the beauty 

of that statement is… that we don’t 

mean just academically.

GUST students are filled with 

ideas. We are innovators. There are 

many new stores, books and busi-

nesses popping up regularly, espe-

cially in Kuwait, where people al-

ways want more of everything. 

The GUST Times almost guaran-

tees that you are not aware of these 

businesses created by GUST gradu-

ates. Not only do our graduates grab 

many opportunities of employment 

at renowned institutions and busi-

nesses, they also build them. We’ve 

complied a small selection of these 

businesses for you to check out. 

These are only a few that we man-

aged to locate. As the saying goes, 

“there’s plenty more where that 

came from.” We are also proud of a 

current student that managed to fol-

low in the same footsteps early one. 

Find out who it is! 

Want to possibly be part of the 

upcoming list? Send your name, ma-

jor, graduation date, company name, 

your title and logo to Yacoub.n@

gust.edu.kw  for the chance to be 

listed!

Name: Ghanima Boodai
Major: Accounting
GUST Graduate: Year 2007
Business: Founder – Juju’s Cupcakes

Name: Mefreh Al-Harshani
Major: Finance
GUST Graduate: Year 2006
Business: Franchiser – Coffee Republic

Name: Ansam Al-Radwan
Major: International Business
GUST Graduate: Year 2005
Business: Blogger – ansam518.com

Name: Dalal Al-Enizi
Major: Finance
GUST Graduate: Year 2009
Business: Business Owner – Twin Queens Online Store

Name: Abdullah Ghazi Al-Mudhaf
Major: International Business
GUST Graduate: Year 2006
Business: Author

Name: Mohammad Ebrahim
Major: Finance
GUST Graduate:  Summer 2011
Business: Founder and Manager – AlGas Events

Name: Abduallah Al-Salloum
Major: Computer Science
GUST Graduate: Year 2006
Business: Founder – ekelni.com

Name: Fahad Al-Yahya
Major: Management Information Systems
GUST Graduate: Year 2005
Business: Blogger – “tryingtobefahad.com”

Name: Maha Al-Rumaih
Major: Accounting
GUST Graduate: Year 2006
Business: Vice President - De Zine 

Name: Reema Al-Hajasad
Major: Finance
GUST Graduate: Year 2006
Business: Store Owner & Chairman – Pink Moon

Name: Suhaib Al-Senan
Major: Accounting
GUST Graduate: Year 2011
Business: Business Owner – Trolley )@ GUST(

Name: Tarek Al-Jassem 
Major: Accounting
GUST Graduate: Year 2006
Business: Founder – Hisba Business Solutions


