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Under the auspices of Her Excellency, 
Prof. Moudi Al Hmoud, Minister of 
Education and Minister of Higher 
Education, and amidst autumnal 
breeze, the fourth commencement 
of GUST has been organized at the 
Roman Theater.  After playing the 
national anthem and reciting selected 
verses of the Holy Quran, the 
professorial and student procession 
has begun. Her Excellency, Dr. Moudi 
Al Hmoud, has delivered a speech on 
this memorable occasion in which she 
has said: “It is such an exceptional 
opportunity to meet you tonight to 
celebrate the graduation of the fourth 
cohort of GUST’s graduates who will 
constitute a propelling force in the 

labor market in Kuwait. GUST is one 
the universities that has contributed 
to the vital collaboration between 
our society and the rest of the world. 
GUST has proven to be a melting 
pot of versatile experiences that has 
brought GUST’s academic efforts to 
fruition.” In his speech, Prof. Shuáib, 
the President of Gulf University for 
Science and Technology, has said: 
“In education, and especially at 
GUST, experience has taught us 
that everything impossible is, in fact, 
possible if an effective administration 
and a clear vision are available. 
GUST is the proof to our outlook, 
and today GUST comprises 3000 
students in its eighth year. GUST has 

also succeeded in providing the labor 
market with 822 graduates who are 
performing very adequately in both 
the public and the private sectors.”
Prof. Shuáib has also added: “When 
we talk about entrenching academic 
traditions, late Prof. Abbas Marafi’s 
name emerges as one of the pioneers 
of GUST” 
Afterwards, the President of the Gulf 
University for Science and Technology 
has made an official announcement 
in English and Arabic saying “It is 
my pleasure to confer the Bachelor’s 
Degree upon a new cohort of 2009 
GUST’s graduates”
The ceremony was followed by 
fireworks and a traditional concert.

The Fourth Commencement 
of Gulf University for science 
and Technology

Editorial
It is with utmost pleasure and honor that 
we celebrate the inception of our special 
edition of GUST Times hoping that we 
all join in the march of excellence. We 
all aspire to situate our University, GUST, 
among the top ranking universities 
in Kuwait. We thus expect everyone 
to participate, debate, discuss, and 
exchange ideas that concern every 
member of the GUST family, whether 
inside or outside the campus. We want 
everyone at GUST to wholeheartedly 
participate in this new venue that will 
definitely make GUST better known as 
one team striving to raise its academic 
and educational standards. 

In this inaugural edition, we shall dedicate 
it to the fourth commencement held 
at the Gulf University for Science and 
Technology under the auspices of Prof. 
Moudi Al-Hmoud, Minister of Education 
and Minister of Higher Education, and 
with the participation of members of 
the Board of Trustees of GUST and the 
families of graduates. It was a memorable 
evening indeed when everyone was 
rejoiced with his/her achievements. We 
would like to take the pledge to be with 
you on all your occasions and activities 
inside and outside the campus, to be 
faithful in reflecting events, and to be 
the reflecting mirror of all your GUST’s 
activities that mark the advancement 
of our university. We aspire to be an 
illuminating torch to the decision makers 
and to show everyone that we are here 
to be the leading university in Kuwait as 
it has always been.  

We would like our faculty, staff, and 
students to effectively participate in 
this publication, because we are from 
you and for you. We ask also for your 
criticism, for it is your criticism that will be 
our motive for excelling and continuing 
our endeavor. 

We dedicate this issue to the memory of 
Dr. Abas Marafie and we thank GUST for 
naming one of its auditoriums after Dr. 
Marafie

Chief Editor

Invitation
GUST TIMES has the pleasure 
to invite you, faculty, students, 
and administrative personnel, to 
contribute to your first newspaper. 
You are all invited also to express 
your opinions on any issue related 
to GUST TIMES. As GUST has been 
always in the lead, we want our 
newspaper to be always in the lead. Gusttimes@gust.edu.kw

 Workshop in News
Reporting

GUST TIMES has the pleasure to announce 
the organization of the first course in 
journalistic writing. If you are interested 
kindly visit Mejahid  Abedeen’s office 
to sign up for the course Mr. Abedeen’s 
office is located in the Public Relations 
Department ,Ground floor at GUST .
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It is such an exceptional 
opportunity to meet 
you tonight to celebrate 
the graduation of the 
fourth cohort of GUST’s 
graduates who will 
form a propelling force 
in the labor market in 
Kuwait. GUST is one of 
the universities that has 
contributed to the vital 
collaboration between 
our society and the rest 
of the world. GUST has 
proven to be a melting pot 
of versatile experiences 
that has brought GUST’s 
academic efforts to 
fruition. 
We realize that the path 
to academic excellence 
is difficult and full of 
obstacles, but it is the 
perfect path to build 
nations and to put 
them at the very top. 
Your graduation today 
is the beginning of this 
path of distinction, and 
I do encourage you to 
continue marching in 
this path hence you are 
at the beginning of your 
practical life. 
Your professors and I have 
had lots of experiences 
which we call you to 
evaluate and benefit 
from. We were at your 
age when we finished 
our undergraduate 
studies, and we had to 
choose between working 
in the public sector 

Dr. Moudi Al-Hmoud’s Speech on the 
Occasion of GUST’s Fourth Commencement

The Gulf University for Science and Technology is one of the most influential universities in Kuwait. 

and furthering our post-
graduate careers. Many 
colleagues opted for the 
first option and stopped 
benefiting from the 
springs of knowledge. 
They decided to build 
their society in their 
own ways. I, however, 
was among those who 
decided to further the 
march of knowledge and 
climbing the academic 
stairs until the very top. 
They were hard times 
indeed for me and my 
fellow female colleagues: 
We had to endure the 
pressures of society 
and to meet our familial 
obligations. Our belief in 
Almighty Allah and our 
aspirations have had 
their boosting powers 
to push us forward and 
accomplish what we 
always wanted. Despite 
those great obstacles, I 
have never regretted the 

challenge in a society 
that always encouraged 
men and discouraged 
women. My family 
and my determination 
have helped me 
tremendously in being 
successful in life. 
I have been appointed 
in many positions in my 
country: A lecturer at 
Kuwait University, Dean 
of the then College 
of Commerce, Vice 
President of Kuwait 
University,
President of the Arab 
Open University of 
Kuwait, Minister of 
Housing, and Minister of 
Education and Minister 
of Higher Education. 
In all these positions, 
my responsibilities 
have been great and 
challenging, but it was 
the continuous support 
and encouragement of 
the high leadership of our 

beloved country, headed 
by His Highness the 
Amir, Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Jabir Al Sabah, 
His Highness the Crown 
Prince, and His Highness 
the Prime Minister, that 
supported me and my 
fellow female ministers 
and many women in my 
country. 

May Allah bless you 
and your endeavors and 
May Allah bless Kuwait, 
her leadership, and her 
people. 
I would like also to thank 
GUST’s administration 
for all their exceptional 
efforts.
Peace and Blessings of 
Allah be upon you. 
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Prof. Al-Hamoud delivering her speech A group of invited dignatories and faculty

Ali Merza receiving his certificate Prof. Al-Hamoud presenting Shorouq Al-Shammari her certificate

Prof. shuaib presenting an award to prof. AL-Hamoud
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On the occasion of GUST’s Third 
Graduation Ceremony, It is my 
utmost pleasure to stand before 
you today to confer upon our dear 
graduates the Bachelor’s degree 
in their respective fields. This is 
undoubtedly a memorable day on 
which we celebrate the outstanding 
efforts and exceptional endeavors 
embarked upon by our GUST 
family. I do believe in the concept 
of family that has brought all of our 

efforts into an exceptional fruition 
today and before your eyes. 
Seven years of incessant work 
and dedication on the part of 
our administration, faculty and 
students have contributed to the 
realization of this special day. Since 
its inception, 
At GUST, we are reflecting the 
image of professionalism and 
distinction that the University 
of Missouri at Saint Louis has 

strived to achieve in 
its long and laudable 
history of existence. 
Our exceptional 
relationship with 
UMSL has put us on 
a very challenging 
path, and I am proud 
to say that we have 
been successful in 

preserving quality and in providing 
high-caliber education in our 
beloved Kuwait to our beloved 
students.
It is our ardent aim to prepare 
our students for an extremely 
competitive and challenging 
working environment to make them 
capable of proving themselves as 
global professionals who can attain 
their academic and professional 
goals in Kuwait and worldwide. 

This graduation ceremony is the 
ultimate epitome of the titanic 
efforts of parents, professors and 
students which they exerted over 
the past four years. 
We are fully confident that 
our graduates will leave their 
undeniable touch wherever 
they work. They will be our true 
ambassadors who will excel and 
distinguish themselves as model 
professionals on every academic 
and professional occasion. 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to express my cordial and warmest 
congratulations to you and your 
families for your exceptional 
performance. 

May Allah safeguard Kuwait and 
its people.     

Prof. Shuaib Abdullah 
Shuaib’s Speech 
GUST has always insisted upon turning 
the march of education into a march of 
perpetual success 

Dr. Moudi Al-Hmoud’s Speech on the 
Occasion of GUST’s Fourth Commencement

Rakan Al-Aiban receiving his certificate Yasmine Al-Qatan and a moment of joy The Minister awarding graduation certificate to Saud Al-Akili

A group of GUST faculty 
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Graduation Speech

Graduated student Sheikha Al-
Hashim addressed the audience by 
saying Dr. Moudhi Al-Humoud, it is 
an honor to have you here tonight 
as our guest and GUST President, 
Dr. Shuaib Abdullah Shuaib. Ladies 
and gentlemen, before I begin my 
speech, I thought it’s best to convey 
the round of “thank-you’s” first. Let 
me start by saying, I am very proud 
and privileged to be addressing you 
today In a few moments, we shall 
receive the diplomas and become 
the 2009 graduates of GUST, newly 
fledged graduates of Bachelor’s of 
Science or Art. I guess that after the 
pressure and strain of exams and 
time-consuming projects, most of us 
were looking forward to this moment, 
when the studying is over, the diploma 
in our pockets, and the wide road of 
opportunities ahead . But, I want you 
to look around you and remember this 
day. Look at your friends, classmates 
and teachers because from this night 
onwards life will scatter us around 
the world, dispersing us to different 
professions, and most of us will meet 
only at alumni parties. As you are 
listening now, remember the best 
moments we shared during studying, 
lifting each other’s spirits up and 
supporting one another. GUST was 
the home that embraced us and 
made us discover who we really are 
and what we really want. It was the 

place that helped create dreams 
and nurture talents. But let’s go 
backwards a bit because  it seems 
only yesterday we were standing 
outside the doors of GUST uncertain 
about what the future holds for us. 
We had no roadmaps to guide us and 
we were up for a big challenge. But it 
was at GUST that we came to know 
ourselves and our capabilities
Class of 2009: Remember how you 
started making friends and then 
slowly started creating your own 
social networks. And also remind 
yourselves of the professors who 
became your friends, who motivated 
you and made you feel a tiny spark 
of interest glowing inside you. It is 
through these recollections and much 
more that you, graduates, discovered 
who you are and what you’re capable 
of. From now on, no one will put us an 
“A” or an “F” for well or poorly done 
homework or exam. The studies are 
now over and we are standing on the 
threshold of a real adult life. It is time 
for us to create our own lives now. 
Some, will continue studies on the 
graduate and post-graduate level and 
will be called to the noble profession 
of teaching. Some will start their own 
business; while others will require 
time to think and go traveling; still 
searching for their career paths. But 
we have graduated at a time when our 
world is facing difficult challenges; 

ranging from economic, political and 
climate changes. So finding a job will 
become a hard task. 
However, never give up. Never give 
up, because if you do so, then you 
will not be returning the investments 
that your parents and the GUST 
faculty have put in. My friends and 
colleagues; you must have the 
willingness and determination to 
follow your passion and you must 
have the commitment of doing what’s 
meaningful to you; what helps others 
and what makes a difference in this 
world. Let’s gather our enthusiasm 
and energy and become the new 
generation that maintains Kuwait’s 
intellectual stature  In closing, I’d like 
to say; Congratulations Class of 2009 
for this amazing and first milestone is 
your lives. Congratulations to every 
proud parent for your children’s 
success
GUST faculty, our professors, we the 
class of 2009 and our parents would 
like to cordially congratulate you for 
making our heads fuller by sharing 
your knowledge, skills and expertise 
with us. We will carry your thoughts 
and work hard on building a better 
tomorrow
So, let me wish you all luck, success 
and perseverance in your lives. 
Congratulations again and good luck 
Class of 2009 – WE DID IT!

Sheikha Al-Hashem delivering graduation speech Dr. Maimouna AL-Sabah, Prof. Moudhi AL-Hamoud, and Prof. Imad AL-Ateeqi

Anwar Al-Sabah presenting graduation program

The Minister handing Sammy Abu-Eljibien the certificate Amna Muqaddam receiving the certificateNorah Al-Hamad receiving her certificate

Dr. Osama Al-Haris, VP Prof. Robert Cook, and VP. Dr. Fahad 
Al-Zumai in the faculty march
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GULF UNIVERSITY FOR SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY CELEBRATED THE FOURTH 
COHORT OF GRADUATES

Prof. Moudi Al Hmoud, 
Minister of Education 

and Higher Education, 
has emphasized the 

important role that 
the Kuwaiti woman 
plays in her society, 
and that she should 
exert more efforts to 

excel in life. Today, 
women have bigger 

opportunities to prove 
that they are worthy 
of respect and high 
esteem in all fields.  

The Minister has also 
emphasized the crucial 

importance of acquiring 
academic knowledge 

that enables our 
graduates to effectively 

join the labor market 
in Kuwait. GUST is a 

reputable institution of 
higher education that 

has vitally contributed 
to the advancement 

of academic life in 
Kuwait. It is a vital 

bridge between Kuwait 
and other countries 

worldwide.  

Yasmine Al-Qattan

Zaid AL-Nafisi

Rawan AL-Shallal

Mohammed AL-Omar
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Prof. Shuaib: Aspirations to establish new colleges in Engineering  and Architeiture
Graduation As a New 
Journey
“We realize that the path 
to academic excellence 
is difficult and full of 
obstacles, but it is the 
perfect path to build 
nations and to put 
them at the very top. 
Your graduation today 
is the beginning of this 
path of distinction, and 
I do encourage you to 
continue marching in 
this path hence you are 
at the beginning of your 
practical life.” said Her 
Excellency the Minister 

of Education and Higher 
Education. The Minister 
also mentioned the 
importance of taking 
the right decision at the 
right time.
“Your professors and 
I have had lots of 
experiences which we 
call you to evaluate 
and benefit from. 
We were at your age 
when we finished our 
undergraduate studies, 
and we had to choose 
between working in 
the public sector and 
furthering our post-

graduate careers. Many 
colleagues opted for the 
first option and stopped 
benefiting from the 
springs of knowledge. 
They decided to build 
their society in their 
own ways. I, however, 
was among those who 
decided to further the 
march of knowledge and 
to climb the academic 
stairs until the very top. 
They were hard times 
indeed for me and my 
fellow female colleagues: 
We had to endure the 
pressures of society 

and to meet our familial 
obligations. Our belief in 
the Almighty Allah and 
our aspirations has had 
their boosting powers 
to push us forward and 
accomplish what we 
always wanted. Despite 
those great obstacles, I 
have never regretted the 
challenge in a society 
that always encouraged 
men and discouraged 
women. My family and 
my determination have 
helped me tremendously 
in being successful 
in life.” She has also 

stressed the invaluable 
encouragement and 
continuous support of 
the sagacious leadership 
of Kuwait. 
Pride and High 
Esteem
Prof. Shuaib has 
stressed his pride 
and high esteem 
of the substantial 
achievements of 
GUST. He said “On the 
occasion of GUST’s 
Third Graduation 
Ceremony, It is my 
greatest pleasure 
to stand before you 

today to confer upon 
our dear graduates the 
Bachelor’s Degree in 
their respective fields. 
This is undoubtedly 
a memorable day on 
which we celebrate 
the outstanding efforts 
and exceptional 
endeavors embarked 
upon by our GUST 
family. I do believe in 
the concept of family 
that has brought all 
of our efforts into an 
exceptional fruition 
today and before your 
eyes.” 

Few months ago, we had a great 
loss in the family of this university 
as we lost one of the founders 
of this university – Dr. Abbas 
Mohamed Rafie Marafie,
He was a decent man who loved 
education and always encouraged 
me to further my studies and he 
was one of the first people to 
stand beside me in choosing my 
future plans.
In fact, without him, I wouldn’t 
have been able to join GUST 
and I wouldn’t have met those 
wonderful people of teachers, 
students, and staff.
My uncle was eager to see me 

wearing my graduation gown 
on my graduation day, but 
unfortunately he passed away 
before having the chance to see 
me.
However, I know that his soul 
might be roaming around this 
place smiling happily for what I 
have achieved so far.
His encouraging words will always 
be inscribed in my heart, and he 
will always be there for me.
May he rest in peace and may 
God bless you all with your lives 
and grant you all happiness, 
goodness, and prosperity.

 My uncle was always
my inspiration

 Prof. Shuaib:
 The late Dr. Abas
 Marafie was one
 of the pioneers
 in education in
Kuwait

Prof. Shuáib has also added: “When we talk about entrenching 
academic traditions, late Prof. Abbas Marafi’s name emerges as 
one of the pioneers of GUST”

 Dr. Marafie was amember of Board of Trustees at Gulf
 university for Scienle and Techndagy and served as Vice
President for Academic Affairs at Kuwait Univesity

Prof.  Abas Marafie

VP Cook shaking hands with Sameh Malika Shaikha Al-Suliti receiving her certificate Bader Al-Sayer shaking hands with VP Cook
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Chancellor of University of Missouri – St. Louis: We are working on 
solidifying our academic and scientific ties with GUST. 

In a recorded speech, Prof. Thomas 
George, Chancellor of the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis, has congratulated 
the fourth cohort of GUST graduates. He 
has especially stressed the exceptional 
academic collaboration between UMSL 
and GUST at all levels. He has also shown 
his interest in seeing more GUST students 
at UMSL and more UMSL students at 
GUST.

An Achievement for Their Country

 Prof.  Thomas George

Dr. Ali Al-Zumai conversing with Sheikh Khalifa Al-Ali Al-Sabah 

Amemarable moment after graduation

Dalal Al-Khalifah receiving her certificate

Hanan AL-Wazzan receiving graduation certificate The Minister is handing Adnan Al-Shanfa his certificate Afnan Al-Dreiweesh receiving her certificate

The Minister handing Khalid Al-Rukhayas the certificate

Asem AL-Saadi receiving the graduation certificate


